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The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

RAILWAYS: FREMANTLE-PERTH

Closure: Petition

MR HASSELL (Cottesloe) [4.31 p.m.]: I have
a petition from 23 residents of Western Australia
in which the signatories protest at the decision to
withdraw the Fremantle-Perth rail service and
request the Government to reverse its decision to
withdraw the railway passenger service; to
upgrade the system; to rationalise existing bus
and train services; and to undertake steps
immediately to investigate the possibility of
electrifying the rail system in accordance with
world trends.

The petition conforms with the Standing
Orders, and I have certified accordingly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 82).,

LIQUOR: LICENSED CLUBS'
Use of Facilities by Community Groups: Petition

*MR HASSELL (Cottesloe) [4.32 p.m.]: I have
a further petition from residents of various parts
of Western Australia. It bears 207 signatures.
The petition reads as follows-

The Honourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned teachers, parents and

citizens associated with Swanbourne
Senior High School request that the
Licensing Act be amended to allow
community groups to make use of the
facilities available at licensed clubs. Our
school, having no hall, is disadvantaged
by not being allowed, under provisions of
the act, to make use of the function
room at the Claremont Football Club as
it provides the only economically
sensible and pleasant place available for
school purposes within our district.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition conforms with the Standing Orders
of the Legislative Assembly, and I have certified
accordingly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 83).

EDUCATION
Objectionable Literature: Petition

MR SPRIGGS (Darling Range) [4.34 p.m.]: I
have a petition bearing 34 signatures. It is in
regard to school literature, and it reads as
follows-

To the Honourable the Speaker and
members or the Legislative Assembly of
State Parliament assembled:

The humble petition of the undersigned
citizens of Australia, Western Australia
respectfully showeth:

That whereas Australia is a signatory of
the United Nations Charter of the Child
which states in principle 2:-"The child shall
enjoy special protection and shall be given
opportunities and facilities by law and by
other means to enable him to develop
physically, mentally, morally, spiritually and
socially in a healthy and normal manner and
in conditions of freedom and dignity."-

And whereas many groups and individuals
have both privately and publicly complained
to the Education Department about
objectionable literature being used in Junior
High Schools, Senior High Schools, Colleges
apparently to no avail;

We therefore, do ask that the Government
of Western Australia will pass laws to ban all
literature from our school systems carrying
filthy, indecent or blasphemous incidents or
words, and incidents of excessive violence;
and that any books carrying such words or
incidents be used in our school system only if
available in an edition specially prepared for
school study purposes and omitting such
filthy, indecent, blasphemous or violent
incidents or words.

Your humble petitioners request urgent
action in this regard and your petitioners as
in duty bound will ever pray.

I certify that this petition conforms with the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 84).
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QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

MINING: COAL
Takeover of Western Collieries Ltd.: Grievance
MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [5.52 p.m.]: The

Opposition asked a question in this House
yesterday regarding the threatened takeover of
Western Collieries Ltd. by CSR. The Premier,
when answering, did not indicate clearly the
Government's intention in regard to this very
important issue. It was evident from his answer
that the Government intends to adapt a wait-and-
see attitude. In fairness to the Premier, he did say
that the Government was prepared at all times to
discuss the matter with the company involved.
However great concern has been expressed in
Collie and a telegram conveying this has been
sent to the Premier and the Minister for Fuel and
Energy by the Collie Miners' Union. They have
requested the Government to take positive action
to prevent the takeover bid.

Members would be aware that the Collie
mining industry, since its inception, has had a
very happy industrial record. It was not until one
company left the industry in 1961 that the
industrial relations on the Collie coalfields
changed. That change has been dramatic to say
the least. Prior to the 1961 disputation there was
general order and of course we know that in the
last 18 years only three days' work has been lost
through industrial action. One of those days.was a
result of the request by the Trades and Labor
Council for the miners to take positive action on a
certain question.

The people of Collie are concerned as a result
of the answer given by the Premier to my question
yesterday. The Premier indicated that this
Government does not intend taking any legislative
action similar to that taken in South Australia to
prevent the takeover bid. He did say in answer to
the member for Balcatta's question that the
Government wanted the management of the
company to remain in Western Australia. That is
all very well for the management to remain In
Western Australia, but the policy decisions are
not made at managerial level.

Policy decisions, as members know, are made at
board of directorship level. Management is
appointed by the collieries to carry out the policy
set down by the board of directors. Workers in the
Collie coalfields have conditions in the industry
which are unparalleled in any other State in
Australia. In fact the roof conditions and control
as well as the deep-mine collieries cannot be seen
in any other coalmining industry throughout the
world.

It has been a policy of the present company to
employ local men and, of course, it is of benefit to
the company to employ people who have grown up
in the industry.

Surely the Government is concerned about this
matter. It is all very well for the Premier to say
the doors are open and he will talk to Western
Collieries, but of course that is not the answer to
overcoming the takeover bid. Western Collieries
are powerless to prevent the takeover bid. Surely
the Government is aware that the people wish to
keep the Collie coal reserves of Western Australia
in the hands of Western Australian ownership.
Unless this is done, in the long term the industry
could become part of any consortium in any part
of the world. This takeover bid clearly
demonstrates that although we control the Collie
reserves in Western Australia at the present time,
this situation might not exist in the long term.

I have had discussions with CSR and members
of the board of Western Collieries. The CSR
officer was from Sydney. I asked him if there
would be any changes in the industry. He said
there would not, and that the Collie mine would
be retained. However he shyed away from the
question of whether a guarantee could be given.
There is no guarantee and members will know
that if CSR does retain a greater share of the
company it would have a majority of the
representation on the board of directors. That
would mean that the views of Western Australian
members may not be heard and as a consequence
there may be changes made.

It will be appreciated that the Collie Miners'
Union and those directly associated with the
industry do not want change. I think if the
Government wishes to be fair it should be taking
positive action to see that no changes occur on the
managerial side of the company. The Government
should be happy with the Collie situation because
of the strike-free operations. It is in the interests
of this State to keep the Collie reserves under the
control of a Western Australian-based company.

Recently a Bill was presented to this House
indicating the long-term structure of the industry.
If the takeover is successful the moves previously
initiated could be changed overnight. So, it is not
merely a question of the Government saying it
wants to maintain management control in this
State; management control is another thing and
all the managers do is carry out management
directives. Policy decisions-as the Premier well
knows-are made at a higher level; they are made
by the board of directors and this is the subject
which is causing concern to the Collie Miners'
Union.
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The Collie Miners' Union has asked me to
make a call on the Government to take some
positive action; not just say that the doors are
open to the directors of Western Collieries, bout
take some positive action to prevent the takeover.
In the opinion of the union such a takeover would
not be in the best interests of the industry.

Mr Mensaros: What positive action? Spell it
out.

Mr T. H-. JONES: The Minister knows. If he is
genuine in wanting to stop the takeover bid he
should legislate to prevent it. Who would deny
that would be a positive move? Do we want to
return to the situation of the 1940s and l950s
when disputation was the order of the day on the
coalfield? If the Government is not concerned, it
is not a responsible Government. Surely it has
learnt from the blunders it has made as far as the
administration of the coalmining. industry is
concerned. If the Government is not concerned. I
am concerned, as is the Collie Miners' Union of
Western Australia. It is up to the Government,
knowing what the situation is, to do something.

The Minister for Mines asked what could be
done. He knows what can be done. The
Government has legislative action at its disposal
to prevent the takeover bid which would remove
the coal resources of Western Australia from
Western Australian ownership and place them in
the hands of people outside this State. I hope the
Government appreciates the urgency of the
matter I have raised in my grievance and will
indicate its intention to take action which is more
positive than that indicated in answer to questions
asked in this House yesterday.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-Premier)
[6.02 p.m.]: It was to be expected that the
member for Collie would try to stir up some
hysteria about this matter. I do not think he does
the cause any good by going on as he is. It is
about time a few of the facts were told. The
Government has taken more action than the
member for Collie gives it credit for.

Mr T. H. Jones: Tell us about it.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I will do so if the

honourable member will listen to me.
Mr T. H. Jones: You would not tell us last

night.
Mr B. T. Burke: The Government has taken the

action only today.
Sir CHARLES COURT: What the member

for Balcatta said is not true. I answered his
questions yesterday and gave a full explanation. I
told him some very important discussions
had taken place between the Government and the

companies concerned. I remind the honourable
member that at this stage CSR already owns
49.99 per cent of the company. It is not new. In
fact, part of that ownership was negotiated with
the board of directors of the company.

Mr T. H. Jones; They did not know it was at
that level, unfortunately.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us get the matter
in proper perspective. CSR is not a foreigner. from
Siberia, from America, or from behind the Iron
Curtain. It is an old-established Australian
company with many interests in this State in
mining, building materials, and other industries,
quite apart from sugar.

Mr T. H. Jones: With a lot of foreign
ownership, too.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We are not dealing
with a foreigner. We are dealing with an old-
established, reputable Australian company.

Mr T. H. Jones: What is its industrial attitude?
Is it the same as that of Western Collieries?

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is an
acknowledged fact in commercial life that with 30
per cent ownership of a. public company one can
virtually control the company if one wants to.
CSR has had 49.99 per cent ownership and to the
best of my knowledge it has never sought to direct
the company or override the local board of the
company. So at this stage it has not taken
advantage of the very big ownership share it
already has.

Mr B. T. Burke: Why do you think it wants to
take over the rest? Do you know why it wants to
take over the rest?

Sir CHARLES COURT; Had CSR wanted to
direct the company up to this point, it could easily
have done so, because with 49.99 per cent of the
shares of the company it could not only have got
its people onto the board but it could also
virtually have controlled resolutions at annual
meetings and so on, had it wanted to. It has not
sought to do that. The position must be discussed
from that base, and we should look at the
alternatives. If the honourable member is trying
to create hysteria-

Mr T. H. Jones: I am not. The union asked me
to raise the matter. It told me it had sent a
telegram to you.

Sir CHARLES COURT; I have already
answered Mr Watkins' telegram. If the
honourable member wants to stir up hysteria he is
on the wrong tack altogether, because the
Government of the day, through an agreement
ratified by this Parliament, has an absolute
assurance that 50 per cent of the coal is under the
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Government's control in the final analysis. But it
goes further than that.

NIr T. H. Jones: That is not the important
issue, and you know it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The SEC is t he main
customer and it will be the main customer for as
long as any of us can see. Because of those
purchase contracts it has a high degree of control
over the operations of the company and the
policies it follows. We are not throwing a resource
to the four winds and leaving it in the hands of
people who do not care. I remind the honourable
member of' the facts as they are.

I remind him also that the Government has told
both companies that as far as we are concerned
we would prefer the present ownership to prevail.
I am saying that mindful of the fact that with
49.99 per cent of the shares CSR can virtually do
anything within the company if it wants to. That
is the position. It came about by a negotiated
transfer or acquisition of shares. I am not qui te
sure of the full details but by arrangement and
with the full knowledge of the present board CSR
somehow obtained 49.99 per cent of the shares.
No doubt the present board assumed that was the
limit of the share ownership of CSR, and I think
the board was entitled to assume that. But I
repeat, when one owns that much of a public
company one can virtually control the affairs of
that company if one wants to.

It is unfortunate that the report which
appeared in this morning's newspaper was very
cryptic and dealt with only one aspect. It did not
deal with the main body of the answers I gave to
questions yesterday, which would have resulted in
an entirely different attitude today in the market
place and in Collie itself.

I have endeavoured to correct that today. I
have also taken action and talked to both
companies. I reminded them of what I had said
when I saw them previously, and both admitted
that what I said in Parliament, and what I have
said today, is exactly what I told them the first
time they approached me.

Let us come back to what the member has
requested-in fact, the demand by the member
for Collie on behalf of the Opposition-that we
should legislate along the lines of the Santos
legislation. Any Government Which did that in
Western Australia virtually would spel the death
knell of investment in this State. That would be
saying to the people, not only in this State but
also in the other States and other countries
throughout the world, "If you come to Western
Australia and risk your capital, and if you are
prepared to invest, the Government of the
isg)

day-the Parliament of the day-will bring in
some legislation to take your investments away."

Mr T. H-. Jones: The matter would be dealt
with according to the situation.

Sir CHARLES COURT: What is our
situation? I can remember Mr Whitiam and Mr
Connor telling people that they could invest a sum
of $176 million in the North-West Shelf. I can
remember those people being told that if they
found gas the then Federal Government would
take it away from them. The developers were told
that they could do the work and the Government
would take the gas off them at the wellhead.
When the developers wanted to know what they
would get in return they were told, "We will look
after you"--as vague as that. They would
probably receive the bond rate of return, if they
wer e lucky.

One cannot run a country like that. This is a
transaction where an Australian company is
involvd-a very reliable Australian company is
involved-in a project with which the State
Government has an agreement.

Mr Barnett: What about Fraser Island?
Sir CHARLES COURT: That was a

disgraceful thing too. I hope we never have
another similar instance. It has caused
tremendous damage.

Under an agreement ratified by this Parliament
50 per cent of the coal produced at Western
Collieries; is under contract to the Government.

Mr T. H. Jones: That is not the issue.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The operation

virtually is under the control of the Government.
The Government is the biggest buyer and, as
such, it has the chance to make sure policies do
not get out of focus. We are the main buyers and
negotiators through the SEC.

I remind members that in the case of the
Griffin company we have a purchase contract
and we hope we will soon have a ratified
agreement. What more could one want by way of
control?

I believe we are not entitled to legislate along
the line suggested. It is not as though some
unknown foreigner will take over the group, and
take over our resources for export purposes.
Export is not involved, so thd State will not be
denied energy in the future. Because of a ratified
agrccment we have control over at least 50 per
cent of the resource, which means a 100 per cent
control in practical terms.

1reject the request. It would be a disaster if
this Parliament decided to legislate along the lines
of the Santos agreement. I am amazed that the
Opposition, which aspires to be the alternative
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Government, should put forward such a
proposition.

Sitting suspended from 6.1) to 7.30 p.m.

LEACH HIGHWAY AND SHELLEY BRIDGE
Lighting: Grievance

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch) [7.30 p.m.]: In
this grievance debate tonight I would like to
address my remarks to the Minister for
Transport.'

Mr Davies: Most of us do these days.
Mr MacKINNON: I intend to make a few

comments, though firstly, I would like to offer a
few words of thanks to the Minister for the
assistance he has given both to me and to the
member for Clontarf in regard to a stretch of
highway that dissects our electorates.

Mr Davies: This is the grievances debate-not
thanks.

Mr MacKINNON: The Minister visited our
area this year, and he investigated the
intersections of High Road-Leach Highway, and
Webb Street-Leach Highway. The problems at
these intersections, have now been attended to,
and I hope we will see fewer accidents in the
future.

During my remarks to the Address-in-Reply, I
said that I hoped the Government would see its
way clear to extend the freeway through to South
Street when the bridge across the Canning River
is constructed. The Government has agreed to do
that in association with the Melville City Council.
and the people of my electorate and I are most
grateful.

My grievance tonight involves three particular
areas: I am concerned about the lighting of
Shelley Bridge and its approaches, particularly as
precautionary measures are being taken in regard
to construction on the bridge at the moment; I am
concerned also about lighting at the intersection
of major roads with Leach Highway; and, I would
like to see the provision of traffic lights at the
intersection of Vahland Avenue-which is
currently being extended-and Leach Highway.

Firstly, I believe that a potentially hazardous
and highly dangerous situation has existed at
Shelley Bridge since its opening. There is no
lighting whatsoever on the bridge, nor is there any
lighting on its approaches.

I first raised this matter in question 1085 of the
10th August, 1978. 1 then followed it up with
correspondence to the Main Roads Department,
and, in November, 1978, the Main Roads
Department agreed to provide lighting on Shelley
Bridge at an estimated cost of $12 000, the whole

of which would be borne by the department.
However, a problem arose because the Main
Roads Department would not agree to undertake
the work until such time as it could reach an
agreement with the City of Canning-then the
Town of Canning-in regard to sharing the cost
of lighting the approaches to the bridge as well as
lighting a further distance along Leach Highway.

That was the situation as at the 27th
November. 1978, and the bridge is still in
darkness. I am well aware of the problems
involved in reaching an agreement about the cost
sharing, but if this situation is allowed to
continue, it is only a matter of time before there is
a fatal accident on the Shelley Bridge. Members
may remember the fatal accident that occurred on
the Narrows Bridge in November of last year.

I ask the Minister to urge the Main Roads
Department to come to an agreement with the
City of Canning on this matter before a disaster
occurs.

While on this subject, the Minister replied to a
question posed to him by the member for
Welsbpool on the 10th April of this year, and he
had this to say-

However, following an investigation, it has
now been decided that as a precautionary
measure, steel plate reinforcing will be
provided on the pier cantilevers. This Work
will commence shortly and when completed,
will allow these heavily laden trucks to use
the bridge.

Many people within My electorate have queried
the progress of these investigations, particularly
now that there is scaffolding around the bridge. I
hope the Minister can outline to me the current
situation in respect of the bridge repairs.

Secondly, I would like to refer to the lighting of
Leach Highway generally. The member for
Clontarf and I are both concerned about the lack
of lighting. The initial approach about this matter
was made by the member for Clontarf as long ago
as August of last year. The replies we have both
received from the Main Roads Department and
the City of Canning indicate that these bodies do
not believe it is necessary to light the whole length
of Leach Highway that is currently not lighted
and they are not prepared to do so.

Mr Williams: That is the Main Roads
Department.

Mr MacKINNON: That is right, the Main
Roads Department and the City of Canning are
prepared to share the cost of lighting the
intersections, but they have not agreed on the
percentages.
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Mr Williams: That is correct.
Mr MacKINNON: Subsequent to that, a letter

was forwarded to the member for Clontarf from
the Main Roads Department. In part the letter
reads as follows-

However, since the intersections
themselves, rather than intervening sections
of Highway, were more prone to hazard
because of the conflicting vehicular
manoeuvres involved, the Department would
also be prepared to share equally with the
local authority the cost of lighting the
Highway components of the intersections
alone if the local authority so desired.

Subsequently both the member for Clontarf and I
have followed up, with the Main Roads
Department and the City of Canning, the
desirability of at least lighting the intersections
along this section of' highway, and the Main
Roads Department itself said that the
intersections are more prone to hazard than other
sections of the highway. Both these bodies have
been consulting on the matter since March, but to
no avail. There is still no agreement in regard to
cost sharing, and I would like the Minister to
intervene and to urge his department and the City
of Canning to reach accord on this matter.

It appears to me that everyone has lost sight of
the fact that lives are at stake.

While these negotiations have been taking
place, the Melville City Council has acted to
upgrade the lighting at the intersections along
that section of Leach Highway which comes
within its boundaries, and I commend the
Melville City Council for that.

Thirdly, I would like to refer to the Vahland
Avenue intersection. Vahland Avenue is a major
road, and I believe it is designated a blue road in
the town planning scheme. Recently an upgrading
of this road was commenced, and its southern
section is to be connected through to Leach
Highway. This intersection will become a major
intersection as it will carry traffic through to
Rossmoyne. It will be a four-way intersection. I
have been approached by many local residents
who are concerned that this will become a very
dangerous intersection, and they have asked me
when the intersection will be provided with traffic
lights.

I hope the Minister will comment on these
matters which are of concern to both myself and
the member for Clonrarf.

MR RUJSHTON (Dale-Minister for
Transport) [7.38 p.m.]: The kind thoughts of the
member for Murdoch are very much appreciated.
I would like to answer the queries he has raised.

Some of the information has been put before the
House before in different ways.

Firstly I shall refer to the Shelley Bridge
repairs. The Fixing of the steel plates on the piers
of Shelley Bridge will be completed by the end of
this week. Final painting of the plates and
cleaning up will be completed by the end of next
week. So that project is very near completion and
I believe I have answered the member's question
on that point.

In regard to the traffic lights at the Vahiand
Avenue-Leach Highway intersection, signals are
Proposed this financial year, and the proposal is
currently pending the concurrence of the Canning
City Council.

In regard to the lighting of Leach Highway, the
honourable member has presented the history of
this matter quite faithfully. The Main Roads
Department is prepared to pay for all the lighting
on Shelley Bridge, provided the Canning City
Council is prepared to pay something towards the
cost of the lighting that is being requested along
the highway. That becomes the stumbling block.

The member is asking me to intervene to see
whether I can get the two parties to arrive at a
satisfactory solution to the problem. Certainly, I
am willing to do that. As I understand the
situation., the Main Roads Department is
prepared to contribute on a two-thirds, one-third
basis. That is more generous than the normal
arrangement. However, the department recognises
some of the points presented by the local
authority and accepts that they may provide the
best solution in the short term.

If a decision is not made shortly, I will
undertake to intervene to bring the parties
together and to ensure that a decision is made. If
the member would like to bring a deputation from
the city council I am sure I could arrange for
Main Roads Department officials to be present.
The member might like to convey his thoughts to
me in private later. I would be happy to respond
to such an initiative. Subject to hearing from the
member his views as to the best way to tackle the
matter, I will be happy to help to see if an early
solution can be obtained.

TRAFFIC

Midland: Grievance
MR SK(IDMORE (Swan) [7.42 pi.m.): I wish to

refer to the chaotic conditions existing in respect
of the road system in Midland. I have raised this
matter time and time again over some five years
with three Ministers and I have received
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absolutely no help, with the exception of one
Minister.

Mr Davies: You are not having a go at the
Minister for Transport, too!

Mr SKIDMORE: I am having a go at him. I
am sick and tired of the attitude of the servants of
the Minister for Transport and of the.Minister
himself. I am sick and tired of the puerile, stupid
statements and letters I receive from time to time
regarding the traffic situation in Midland.

In 1974 the Swan Express carried an article
referring to a plan proposed to ease Midland's
traffic problems. A Main Roads Department
engineer (Mr Barclay) was reported as saying
that in the Swan Express in 1974. We have yet to
see that plan.

Again in 1974 1 received an approach from
Councillor Lloyd Penn, who asked me to look into
the situation of the business people in Helena
Street. Sixty-six business people signed a petition
saying they were opposed to a one-way system
because of the effect it would have on business.

In 1976 an article appeared in the Swan
Express headed, "Traffic-the biggest headache"
in which it was suggested that something should
be done about the matter. On the 24th March,
1977, another article appeared in the Swan
Express stating that a one-way street system in
Midland seemed certain. In the article it was
stated th~t Professor Stephenson was in favour of
a one-way system. Frankly. I suggest that a one-
way system in Midland would be an absolute
disaster, and I will tell the House why in a
moment. Goodness knows where the Minister gets
his information from, or who are his experts in
this matter. I think they must have their heads
buried under the bridge he proposes to build over
the Swan River at Guildford-another useless
exercise in terms of time and money.

So it went on through to 1978, when an article
appeared in the Swan Express headed, "First Step
to Traffic Bypass Plan for Midland". Yet what do
I find? Only a few short days ago an article
appeared in the Press saying that the Minister
will spend $50 000 on a survey to determine
whether there is a need for a bridge to be built
over the Swan River at Guildford. It is patently
clear that the MRD officers who attended a
protest meeting of residents of Guildford should
have apprised the Minister of the feelings of the
residents. The residents do niot want a bridge; they
do not want more traffic through Guildford. They
want the bloody traffic out of Guildford as
quickly as possible.

Mr Old: That is not very nice.

Mr SKIDMORE: I am aware it is not proper
for me to use that term, but I used it deliberately,
because it appears to me that some of the
Government's officers have no idea of the traffic
problems in Midland. All the Main Roads
Department officers want to do is to move traffic
from A to B in the quickest time, and to hell with
pedestrians or anyone else who might get in the
way.

Mr Old: Don't be nasty.
Mr SKIDMORE: I am not being nasty; I am

being truthful about the situation. I might get
"Premier Mick" to help me in a moment.

In November, 1978, I received a letter from the
Shire of Swan saying that the council had been
allocated $96 000 in that year's budget for the
upgrading of Victoria Street. The council said it
considered the project to be an urgent one and it
would examine its total upgrading as soon as was
practicably possible. That was in November,
1978, and we are now well into 1979. Do I see any
activity in the area? Not a bit.

I telephoned the secretary of the shire today
and asked him what had occurred. He said the
shire was considering the one-way street system.
The shire was just starting to look at it! It has had
an allocation of funds, but has done nothing for
nine months. I find myself wondering when the
devil will we get something done.

I would like to refresh the memory of the
Minister of Transport about the children who
cross the intersection of Great Northern Highway
and Morrison Road. I want to demonstrate to the
House the duplicity and hypocrisy of the
departments concerned. On the 26th January,
1979, 1 received a letter signed by Mr W. J.
Allan, Secretary, Main Roads Department. Let
me quote one sentence as follows-

However, the site has been provided with
pedestrian push buttons which extend the
green time for pedestrians enabling them to
cross the intersection in greater safety.

At that time children were using that intersection,
and the secretary of the department determined
that primary school-aged children have the ability
to push a button to give them an extended green
time. He considered that was a safety factor. Now
let me quote a letter from the Minister dated the
23rd July, 1979, as follows-

Primary school children are not
sufficiently mature to cope with road traffic
situations, and it is generally considered
neither desirable nor reasonable to place on
them the responsibility of actuating a
WALK phase and safely and efficiently
using such a facility.
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Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Watt), I ask you: the
Secretary of the Main Roads Department in
January of this year told me primary school
children are capable of pushing a button to give
an extended green light time: yet the Minister
told me in July of this year they are not capable
of doing that. The Minister told me that merely to
substantiate the fact that he believes traffic is
more important than the lives of children. I do not
believe it is, nor do the people of Midland.

The people of Midland have just about had 4
right royal gutful of being pushed around by the
Minister's department as a result of its ineptitude
and its inability to come to grips with the problem
in Midland. Since 1976 many articles have
appeared in the Swan Express. One article
referred to the death of a man who was crossing
the road outside my office. On each occasion
something has happened I have raised the matter
with various departments.

In January. 1978, 1 phoned the superintendent
of the Midland police. Let me make it quite clear
that had I received from the Minister or his
department-that is, the Main Roads
Department-the kind of encouragement that I
received from the Midland police, we would have
gone a long way towards solving this problem.

What have I found in the last two days? Only
the day before yesterday a woman with two small
children was pushing a pram across the, road on
the crosswalk outside my electorate office. She
was nearly knocked down; in fact, her little boy
fell down anyway. This was reported to-me by my
secretary, who can see all that goes on. Let me
point out she has a nervous fit almost every ive
minutes. The car involved knocked the pramt and
put the children to the ground, and then with a
resounding thud the vehicle ran into a post
outside my office. The car was virtually written
off.

Drivers just do not seem to take any notice of
crosswalks in Midland. I have repeated this
situation time and time again. Only yesterday, at
approximately 12 midday, a car ran into an
elderly man. I understand that person was an
attendant on the front door of this building many
years ago, and would be well known tomany
members. The vehicle carried him some 10to 15
metres along the road and he had to be taken to
hospital.

I do not know how much longer we need to ask
that people not be run down or killed in Midland
before the Minister gets about his job and keeps
the traffic out of Midland. All the one-way Street
system is going to do is to make a racetrack
through Midland. The Main Roads Department

intends to upgrade Victoria Street and turn it into
a one-way thoroughfare, with Great Eastern
Highway being a one-way street in the other
direction. The result will be four lanes of one-way
traffic streaming through Midland. Of course, the
aim of the Main Roads Department is to move
traffic from point A to point B in the least
possible time;, however, that is quite unacceptable
to my constituents.

I wrote a letter to the Commissioner of Main
Roads accusing him and his engineers and officers
of having no concern for people. I repeat that
accusation in this place tonight: They have no
concern for the people. It is of no use the Minister
saying he is concerned about this matter; if he is
concerned it is about time he evidenced it. If the
Minister cannot have enough control over his
department and its engineers to ensure they
display some responsibility to the people of
Midland, let him get out of the job and allow
someone else to have a go to see whether he can
put some pressure on the department so that
traffic does not continue to stream through
Midland and so that my constituents are not
knocked over or even killed on the roads.

I have waited patiently for the results of the
eastern corridor study; however, it has taken so
long that the results will be out of date before
they are released. Additional statistics will need
to be incorporated and the Government will need
to institute another study. Meanwhile, nothing is
done to relieve the problem in my electorate.

MR RUSHTON (Dale-Minister for
Transport) [7.52 p.m.J: In his last few breaths,
the member for Swan acknowledged that at least
something had been done towards resolving the
problem.

Mr Skidmore: My eye I acknowledged it! We
have been waiting 18 months for the result of the
study.

Mr RUSH-TON: I do not think anybody did
much to prevent the member for Swan from
putting his case. The Shire of Swan and the
MRPA have a prime responsibility to come
forward with a recommendation relating to the
issues the member for Swan has raised here
tonight. As a matter of fact, it is only because I
once held the portfolio of Local Government that
I realise and appreciate the background of this
issue.

The member for Swan's basic objection is that
matters are not proceeding fast enough. Things
never move fast enough.

Mr Skidmore: We have been waiting for 20
years!
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Mr RUSHTON: If that is the case, I doubt
whether I could have influenced the matter a
great deal. In fact, people of the honourable
member's own political persuasion should have
done something, too.

Mr Skidmore: Do not play politics with people's
lives.

Mr RUSH-TON: I certainly am not playing
politics on this issue.

As the member for Swan, the honourable
member should know that the'shire involved itself
With Professor Gordon Stephenson in a study of
Guildford. Certain recommendations Were made
and the MRPA, together with the Shire of Swan
and the Government instituted the eastern
corridor study. I concede it has been some time
since that study commenced; in fact, it has been a
year since I was directly involved in that issue, so
I am not aware of how far the shire and the
MRPA consultants have progressed. Obviously,
the issue relates to that matter.

Most of the remarks of the member for Swan
directly attacked the Shire of Swan-

Mr Skidmore: I was not attacking the Shire of
Swan; I was attacking your departmental officers
for their inhumane approach.

Mr RUSHTON: . I refute the honourable
member's remarks relating to the Main Roads
Department because I know and recognise its
reputation for sensitivity in dealing with people; I
know the performance- of the Main Roads
Department. The charges and challenges the
member for Swan has made tonight are totally
unacceptable; I believe most fair people would
agree the charges are not backed up by the facts.

The member for Swan referred to the Morrison
Road crossing. I indicated to the honourable
member it would be best to station an attendant
at the crossing, thus giving the children full
protection from the traffic. Surely that is not
unacceptable to the honourable member.

Mr Skidmore: No, it is not unacceptable, but it
is not the answer to the entire problem. Many
elderly people also use that same crossing and are
subjected to severe traffic hazards.

Mr RUSHTON: It would appear the member
for Swan has been expressing a grievance about
something he now says is very welcome.

Mr Skidmore: At least the children are
protected when they cross the road on their way
to school and when they leave for home in the
afternoon. However, there are many elderly
people who do not enjoy that same protection.
What we need is a "walk" sign--one of those that

spells "w-a-l-k" when a person presses a little
green button!

Mr RUSHTON: The general feeling about
"walk" signs is that they are not always
successful. In fact, they have been found in some
cases to be quite unsuccessful in protecting
pedestrians.

Mr Skidmore: That is not what I have been told
by-

Mr RUSHTQN: The trouble with the member
for Swan is that he wants to have two turns in the
grievance debate, not one. The honourable
member also raised the matter of the Guildford
bridge.

Mr Skidmore: What a wasted exercise that is!
Mr RUSHTON: It is not wasted.
Mr Skidmore: Why don't you spend the money

on bypass roads instead of feeding more traffic
into Guildford?

Mr RUSHTON: How many questions does the
member for Swan want to ask? Guildford bridge
has had a high priority with the Main Roads
Department, yet the member for Swan now
submits it should not be built at all. That is a
point of view I will very quickly examine. It is
true there are always other priorities to which
expenditure of this nature can be directed.
However, the Guildford bridge relates very closely
to the work that is being done to find a solution to
the problem at Guildford.

Mr Skcidmore: There are no solutions to be
found in building a bridge which will bring more
traffic to the area.

Mr RUSH-TON: Mr Speaker, the member for
Swan does not want me to answer the points he
has raised. I have covered the subject matter of
his grievance briefly, but he does not seem to
want me to elaborate, He simply wants to
interfere with my time and speech by asking more
and more questions, so I will sit down.

DROUGHT

Greenough Electorate: Grievance
MR TUBBY (Greenough) [7.56 p.m.]: I am

grateful for the opportunity to take part in this
grievance debate. My grievance is directed to the
Minister for Agriculture; I am sure he will be well
qualified to comment at the conclusion of my
remarks.

My grievance is not against an Act of
Parliament but against an act of nature. I refer to
the disaster which has befallen a great proportion
of my electorate of Greenough, incorporating the
Shires of Morawa, Mullewa and Perenjori. With
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the weather we have been experiencing recently,
this disaster is spreading day by day.

I note these areas have been officially declared
"drought affected". However, the question I
would like to ask is: When does a drought become
a disaster? I believe the situation in a very large
proportion of the shires I mentioned is nothing
short of a disaster. The slow, creeping effects of
the droughts we have experienced over the last
four years are far more devastating than any
cyclone could be. The soil structure of the area is
breaking down because of the lack 'of plant
growth and the resultant lack of humus to bind
the soil together. Plant and crops have been
wrecked, and many years of stock breeding is
going down the drain. Healthy bank accounts
have been wrecked and the confidence and morale
of the farmers have been destroyed. I believe that
spells disaster.

Even if my area were to receive all the rain it
has missed out on during the last four years
between now and the normal harvesting period at
around Christmas, these farmers will still receive
nothing, because their crops have completely
disappeared and it is too late at this stage of the
season to reseed. There is no feed at all in a great
part of my area.

The situation has to be seen to be believed.
There is certainly a depressing outlook so far as
the farmers and business people are concerned.
They will receive no income until December,
1980, or January, 1981. 1 think all members
would agree that is a depressing situation.

I am most grateful for the quick action taken
by the Government. I realise that time is required
to make a thorough assessment of the situation.

The farmers are concerned about the enormous
debts they are accruing. Some are being pressed
continually by hire-purchase companies which
require payments to be made. Quite often the
problem is with hire-purchase commitments in
relation to family cars. Anybody from the country
would realise that the family car is usually the
only means of transport. If the situation should
arise in which vehicles are repossessed, which
situation some of the farmers are concerned
about, they will be stranded in a very difficult
situation.

The Premier has already indicated that there
will be investigations into the possibility of
making arrangements for the restructuring of
debt commitments and, if 'Possible, having the
repayments spread over a considerable period.
That would possibly alleviate the requirement to
make payments until at least the end of next year
or early the following year.

I am grateful that the Premier has a thorough
understanding of the situation and a willingness to
assist. His attitude is appreciated by the people in
the areas concerned.

The Minister for Agriculture has done a
tremendous job in keeping himself informed of
the situation during the four years of drought. He
has taken quick action when he has seen a need.

I appeal to all political parties to forget
political grandstanding and to get right behind
the Government in helping to overcome this
difficult situation. If there is no co-operation, only
the people will suffer.

The Drought Consultative Comjmittee has
gained considerable experience in recent years. Its
members are fully qualified and the committee
consults regularly with local shires. The co-
operation of the Premier and the Minister for
Agriculture assist that excellent team, which is
well qualified to make assessments of needs. I
hope the decisions made in the near future will
relieve the farmers and business people of the
extreme concern they have about their futures.

As I move around the electorate at the moment
I hear the expression, "What are we going to
do?" It is an expression of extreme concern. It
does not matter where I go to speak to people; this
is one sentence that arises within the first five
minutes of conversation. All fair-minded people
should have concern for the people suffering in
these areas.

The next 12 months will prove to be a most
difficult time. The farmers have nothing to
occupy their time, because the creation of work
means the expenditure of money. Another matter
for us to remember is that the properties in the
worst affected areas are devoid of any stock.
Members should realise the demoralising effect
that this has on a genuine farmer who would
expect, at this time of the year, to see stock
grazing on grass up to their bellies in the
paddocks, and to see bountiful crops. For the next
12 months, that farmer will be looking at a virtual
desert. He will have nothing to occupy his time.
This aspect must gain the sympathy and co-
operation of everybody.

I know that the Minister for Agriculture
realises the seriousness of the position, although
he has not yet been into the area. However, I have
conveyed information to him, and I feel that he
has a thorough understanding of the problems of
the people in that area. He will realise the grim
future they face.

MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) (8.05 p.mn.J: The member for
Greenough has pointed out some of the problems
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which are being experienced, especially in the
northern and north-eastern wheatbelt areas. He
asked a question which would be very hard to
answer: when does a drought become a disaster?

I would say that a drought is a disaster right
from the start. However, in this instance, when
some people in the Morawa-Perenjori area are
entering their fourth year of drought, that is
indeed a disaster. That is because, as the member
has said, there is a cumulative effect. It is not
only the effect on the rural industries, but there is
also a demoralising effect which has social
implications.

I think the member made the point well about
occupying one's time-trying to find something to
do on a farm-when there is a limited amount of
finance. This poses a serious problem. As the
member said, the problem has been considered
carefully by the Government.

The Drought Consultative Committee met
yesterday at my request. I think most people are
aware of the constitution of that committee.
There are four representatives from rural
industries as well as representatives from the
Department of Agriculture, the R. & I. Bank,
CBH and the Wheat Board, the Bureau of
Statistics, the Bureau of Meteorology, wool
brokers, and the Treasury. The committee is a
well balanced team which assesses the situation.

The committee has made recommendations
which have gone to the Treasury and will be
discussed by the Government as soon as we are
able to have the whole matter documented.

Mr H. D. Evans: Has the expenditure to this
time attracted Commonwealth funds?

Mr OLD: There have been discussions with the
Commonwealth, but no definite decisions have
been reached. When there has been a declaration
of drought, negotiations with the Commonwealth
will start immediately. However, the Premier took
the opportunity, when the Prime Minister was in
Perth recently, to have preliminary discussions
with him.

At this stage, parts of the Shires of Mullewa
and Perenjori will be declared, as will be the
whole of the Morawa Shire. This will involve
about 350 or 400 farmers. There are areas of the
Mingenew, Three Springs. Mt. Marshall, and
Mukinbudin Shires which are still being assessed.
In relation to some of these areas the committee
considers that if decent rain fell within the next
10 days, the situation would be changed. In the
meantime, the Department of Agriculture is
making an assessment and drought forms are
being sent out to the affected farmers within the
shires to be declared.

The forms have also been sent to the Shires of
Mingenew, Three Springs, Dalwallinu,
Carnamah, Koorda, and Mt. Marshall so that
some preliminary work may be done in those
areas. If and when drought has been declared in
those areas, we will be in a position to go straight
ahead with the disbursement of benefits.

There will be an inspection made at the end of
August. That inspection will be carried out in the
shires that have not yet been declared. Some of
those shires have already applied, and others have
indicated that they may apply, depending upon
what happens in the next week or two.

In the meantime, I have arranged to meet with
people involved in rural finance. I will meet with
them shortly to discuss the present situation. I
know some people are very concerned about such
things as hire-purchase and carry-on finance.

The Government has declared its intention to
support the people in the drought areas, as it has
done in the past. I consider that measures will
have to be introduced at such time so that the
people who are entering their third and fourth
years of drought will be able to restructure some
of their debt load.

We realise the serious situation that Pertains. I
thank the member for Greenough for bringing the
matter to the attention of the House. I assure the
House that action will be taken speedily and I am
hopeful the remedial action will be swift and
effective.

The SPEAKER: Grievances noted.

RESERVES BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion
by Mrs Craig (Minister for Local Government),
read a first time.
BILLS (2): INTRODUCT'ION AND FIRST

READING
1. Judges' Salaries and

Amendment Bill.
Pensions Act

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr O'Neil
(Deputy Premier), and read a first
time.

2. Government School
Arbitration and Appeal Bill.

Teachers

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr P. V.
Jones (Minister for Education), and
read a first time.

BILLS (2): THIRD READING
1.Trade Descriptions and False

Advertisements Act Amendment Bill.
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Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr
O'Connor (Minister for Labour and
Industry), and transmitted to the
Council.

2. Wildlife Conservation Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr
O'Connor (Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife), and transmitted to the
Council.

HEALTH EDUCATION COUNCIL ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Report

Report of Committee adopted.
Third Reading

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third
reading.

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr O'Neil
(Deputy Premier), and transmitted to the
Council.

WATER SUPPLY CATCHMENT AREAS:
SALINITY AND LAND CLEARING

Appointment of Select Committsee: Motion

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [8.16 p.m.J: I
move-

That a Select Committee be set up to
examine and report upon and make
recommendations regarding-
(1) the probable consequences and problems

to individual farmers, Shire Councils
and communities arising from the
Government's amendment to the
Country Areas Water Supply Act which
introduced controls on clearing from
15th December, 1978 to the following
areas-
(i) the Mundaring Weir catchment

area;
(ii) the Denmark River catchment area;

(iii) the Kent River water reserve;
(iv) the Warren River water reserve;

(2) the various alternative methods of
controlling salt levels in Western
Australia's rivers which may exist in
addition to the curtailment of clearing;

(3) the advisability of promoting an
international symposium to bring
together the most authoritative
information on overcoming problems of
salt encroachment and restoration; and

(4) the provision of adequate compensation
where resumptions and banning of
clearing have affected viability of
properties.

The prediction I made when speaking to the
second reading of the Country Areas Water
Supply Act Amendment Bill of 1978 can be
ascertained from page 4208 of that year's
Hansa rd and reads as follows-

..I believe the Government will create a
problem in the way it will handle this matter,
a problem which will bring undesirable
results. I suspect once again that there has
been a total lack of consultation with the
Farmers' Union, the shire councils, and
everybody else who is involved in this matter
in a practical way.

The prediction has become a reality and the
Government cannot control the situation, as has
been demonstrated fairly clearly.

The Government has changed its policy on this
matter since the Bill was introduced, It has
changed its policy in a number of ways and will
do so again. It will be forced to do so because of
its crass stupidity in failing to .consult with those
who were so vitally affected in the first instance.

1 make these points: firstly, from the time
clearing bans took effect-and they can be
described as very little else-we have seen
changes to the guidelines after they were finally
brought out. The changes described various zones
within the catchment areas listed in parts (i), (ii),
(iii), and (iv) of the motion and they were treated
accordingly as the department saw fit. There is
evidence of a total lack of research in every single
aspect of the Government's action.

Secondly, an appeals tribunal should be set up
to cater for applications which have been refused.
I refer members to the comments of a Mr Hall
who, at the National Party conference, belittled
the current arrangement by saying, "Instead of it
being an appeal from Caesar to Caesar, it is an
appeal from Caesar to his mistress." I think the
statement contains some food for thought.

Thirdly, an overall departmental committee
should be set up to research problems. There was
an announcement in tonight's edition of the Daily
News indicating that finally an interdepartmental
committee would be set up on the lines of the
Hunt committee which was set up to deal with the
Darling scarp.

Fourthly, there is to be an examination of
individual properties in the way the Opposition
has publicly stated was necessary all along, just as
it did in its handling of the Gascoyne catchment
erosion problems, where a committee was set up
to examine every single property. The committee

1865



1866 [ASSEMBLY)

comprised the head of range lands, his
counterpart in the Lands Department, the
president of the PGA in the area, and the
pastoralist himself.

If the pastoralist was able to convince his fellow
members of the committee at the time they were
meeting on his property, he would have no
difficulty retaining the stocking rate or obtaining
whatever other adjustment was required. The
essential point, however, was that the individual
landholder was consulted fully and fairly. The
Government's amendment, to which I am
referring, does not contain provision for such
consultation.

Finally I should like to demonstrate the lack of
awareness as to the research which is required.
One area in Unicup where 15 farmers reside was
resumed from zone A, because it did not happen
to be in the Warren River catchment area. These
are not banned areas.

Another farmer was refused a clearing ban, but
most of his property fell outside the catcliment
area. anyway. There is a total lack of research.
The Government is not aware of the problems
referred to in the motion as they affect individual
farmers, shire councils, and communities.
Research has not been carried out into the
technical aspects of salinity. The Government did
not even know the areas concerned. The
catchment areas had not been mapped accurately,
nor had the number of properties and individuals
concerned been considered. The Government had
no knowledge of the problems with which these
people would be confronted when the measure I
am referring to was put into effect. 1 understand
that it is only at this stage that a committee has
been set up to examine the viability of the farmers
in this area. This should have- happened 12
months ago and it is happening only now.

I should like also to examine the attitude of the
Government in relation to the introduction of this
legislation. It is one of the classic examples of
total lack of consultation. There have been a
number of examples of this and I should like to
remind members of the lack of consultation when
we were considering the Rights in Water and
Irrigation Act Amendment Bill and the off-road
vehicles legislation. In reply tonight, the Minister
said that consultation had taken place with
representatives of the shires.

Mrs Craig: Consultation took place with every
shire.

Mr H. D. EVANS: If members visited country
shires they would find that no consultation took
place. Members should ask individual shires how
much opportunity was available to discuss the

measure which they will have the responsibility of
maintaining. I am sure members would find that
100 per cent of the shires would say that no
opportunity for discussion was given. The
Minister has said representatives of the shires
have been consulted. Who are these
represenatives? What was the extent of the
consultations?

There is a total lack of consultation when
dealing with industrial legislation. There are
political reasons for that, of course. This is the
attitude of the Government and, as the Premier
has stated frequently, he believes Governments
are here to govern.

The situation in relation to the Perth-Fremantle
railway is a good example of this. If the
Government does not reverse its position on this
issue it will result in political disaster. The
situation we are discussing in relation to
catchment areas is a minor matter only at the
present time. It is, however, a reflection of the
Government's attitude.

Let us examine the way in which this measure
was introduced and the deliberate secrecy
involved. I should like to go back to May of last
year when it was said that the Western Australian
Water Resources Council submitted five
recommendations to the Minister. It is
appropriate to refer to some of those
recommendations as we deal with the problems of
secrecy.

In August of last year I telephoned the office of
the appropriate Minister and asked whether
clearing restrictions were to be placed on the
Warren, Perup, Boyup Brook and Tone Riven.
areas.

Mr O'Connor: Who did you ask?
Mr H-. D. EVANS: I telephoned the office of

the Minister for Lands. Previously I had initiated
an inquiry with the Minister as to the release of
land. I received the answer to which I have
referred earlier.

The Minister made her second reading speech
on this Bill on the I1Ith October, 197$. In her
speech the Minister outlined the reasons for the
introduction of the measure. These reasons
amounted to two small paragraphs and they read
as follows-

The Bill proposes a number of significant
amendments to the Act.

This is the explanation which accompanied a
major amendment to an important piece of
legislation which affects the lives of many people
in this State. To continue-
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It extends the control of clearing to include
Mundaring Weir, Denmark River catchment
areas, and the water reserves of the Kent and
Warren Rivers.

That is the explanation of what the Bill sets out to
do given by the Minister. To continue-

The Western Australian Water Resources
Council put forward the view to the
Government that these catchiments are
vulnerable and must be protected as far as
practicable from increasing salinity which
research has shown is accelerated when large
areas of land are cleared.

That is the explanation of the puipose of the
amendment. It amounted to approximately six
lines. It is interesting to note that the Minister's
explanation referred to one of the
recommendations made by the Western
Australian Water Resources Council in May.

When it was pointed out that the same
recommendations suggested a moratorium should
be imposed for 12 months while suitable
legislation was drafted, the Minister in another
place castigated the Vice Chairman of the
Farmers' Union by saying-

Mr Crane has quoted the last of the Five
recommendations made by the Water
Resources Recommendation Council at its
meeting of May 26th, 1978.

However, when introducing the Bill the Minister
quoted a portion of the first of those
recommendations, totally excluding the other 4 h
recommendations.

It appears that it is all very well to have a basis
of logic and reason that applies when one is a
Minister, but when one happens to be criticising a
ministerial decision, it is not acceptable. What
rubbish and hypocrisy on the part of the Minister!

I should like to pass on to the second event
which occurred. Having read the Minister's
second reading speech, I asked a question in the
House directed to the Minister for Water
Supplies. The question reads as follows-

(1) With the passing of the Bill to amend
the Country Areas Water Supply Act
currently before the Legislative
Assembly, will farmers in the
Mundaring Weir and Denmark River
catchment areas and the water reserves
of the Kent and Warren Rivers who
desire to clear land, be required to
obtain a licence or permit which will
specify the conditions under which such
clearing may proceed?

-(2) Will the whole of the catchment areas
referred to in (1) be subject to clearing
permits?

The Minister replied-
(1) and (2) Yes.

That is all the information we have.
I then turned to the regulations to establish the

prohibitions in relation to the Wellington
catchment area. I should like to remind you, Sir,
that a total ban applied at that time. There was
no question of permits being obtained. It was a
total ban. Subsequently the situation changed and
the banned catchment became a zone A area.
Further changes are pending. There is no question
that changes will have to be made.

I should like to refer to the sequence of events.
The Minister made her second reading speech on
the Bill on Wednesday, the I11th October, 1978. A
question could not be handed in to be included on
the notice paper until Thursday, the 12th
October. That question appeared on the notice
paper on Tuesday, the 17th October and it was
answered on that day. There was very little time
between the Minister's second reading speech and
the 25th October when the debate on the second
reading resumed. Exactly 14 days elapsed. We
spent seven days obtaining the answer to the
question, which meant I had only a further seven
days to refer the Bill, the Minister's second
reading speech, and the answer to my question to
the three shires in my area which are the
Manjimup Shire, the Boyup Brook Shire, and the
Bridgetown Shire. I asked for their comments as
to how the legislation would affect them in the
south-west zone. I referred the matter to the
Farmers' Union also and it was obvious that there
was little time for research. In fact, no research at
all was carried out. Then on the 25th October, 14
days later, the debate was resumed.

I referred to the Government Gazette of the
12th November, 1976, in which were gazetted
regulations under the Country Areas Water
Supply Act, 1974-1976. They pertained to
clearing within the Wellington Dam catchment
area. All that appears in the regulations is
information in regard to an application for a
permit to clear. Full departmental requirements
and definitions are set out for this; and that is all
that is contained in the regulations. The Minister
deliberately refrained-I use the word
advisedly-from giving an explanation because
the Minister admitted there was deliberate
secrecy. In a second reading speech, one would
expect to find a reasonable explanation of the
Government's policy and the reason for the
introduction of the measure, which merely
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covered only the recommendations of the advisory
cou ncil.

Mr O'Connor: Was the explanation that they
were afraid of additional clearing because it
would affect the salinity in Perth?

Mr H,. D. EVANS: The explanation was
contained in six lines to cover all the
recommendations of the council.

That was all the explanation said in regard to
the cessation of clearing where water salinity had
increased. This, incidentally, is a problem we have
been aware of since 1924, when the railway
engineers first raised it. Apparently the
Government did not intend to make known what
the proposal entailed. It is as simple as that. The
guidelines regarding clearing control regulations
were not available until February-a lot has
happened since February-but were promulgated
on the 15th December. It was not until February
that these particular instructions from the
department saw the light of day and were
available to the landholders for the first time.

Subsequent inquiries revealed that there was no
intention to allow any clearing at all. There was
no question of a moratorium to enable
consultation, and proper legislation to be drawn
up. Just bang! The big jackboot came down; the
Government saw the easy way and it just
slammed down on it. It did not even know the
designation of the areas of the catchment, or how
many farmers were involved and how they were
affected. The Government knew nothing of the
viability of and the problems encountered by the
farmers, shire councils, and communities
generally. That is the way in which the provisions
became known and how they became effective.

As I have indicated, I notified the shires in my
area and the Farmers' Union. They had very little
chance to reply to me because less than a week
would have been involved. Therefore, they had no
chance at all to make inquiries and to determine
the effects with which they would be confronted.
That was the situation.

I have here two notices prepared by the PWD
and issued to landholders. The first notice was
withdrawn rather hastily after only a few copies
were made available. The notice was then
redrafted and issued on the 2nd March, 1979. It
was obvious that, as a result of a few meetings
which had been held by that time, the
Government saw the light and was aware of the
effect of its stupidity.

As a consequence, the amended guidelines were
issued in March and, as I have stated, they
introduced a zone of particular catchment areas.
That was probably the second step in the retreat.

The first was at the meeting held in Chowerup
when the Minister agreed to set up an appeals
committee. Prior to that no provision existed for
appeals; it was just a matter of approaching the
Minister. I wish to point out that the appeals
Committee was established by ministerial
appointmentis. The committee would review the
Minister's decisions. What sort of appeal would
result from such a set-up?

It was for this reason that Mr Hall, at the
National Party conference, stated that this was
unjust. It was no longer an appeal from Caesar
unto Caesar, but an appeal from Caesar unto
Caesar's mistress.

The reaction to the bans when they were
announced-

Mr Laura nce: May I ask a question?
Mr H. D. EVANS: Certainly.
Mr Laurance: What was the last comment you

made? I am sorry, I missed it. To whom were you
referring when you mentioned Caesar's
girlfriend?

Mr H. D. EVANS: A representative named Mr
IHall at the National Party conference expressed
the situation in that way when it became known
that the Minister had graciously permitted a
committee, which did not have any powers and
was not an appeals tribunal, to examine refusals
and then make recommendations to the Minister
who may then take further action available to
him, That is the only redress. That is the essential
point of my argument. A man's livelihood could
be taken away from him, and he would have no
redress. Such legislation is typical of this
Government. We will come to the question of
human Tights in a moment.

Mr Laurance: Were you referring to the
Minister for Local Government?

Mr H. D. EVANS: Pcrhaps if the honourable
member went back to sleep we might be able to
get along better with the more intelligent
members of this Chamber, and' come to an
understanding of the actions of the Government.

Mr Laurance: Your comment was very
derogatory; most unlike you!-

Mr H. D. EVANS: Let me indicate that there
was no intention on the part of the Government to
publicise the bans, The situation was not known
until a statement appeared in the Press.

The regulations were proclaimed on the 15th
December, but it was not until several weeks later
that a notice appeared in the Press.

The first meeting on the subject was held in the
Tone River hall on the 30th December. I attended
this meeting and was not surprised to see 70
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residents in attendance, because the penny had
fallen and they had realised the implications to
them. It was at this stage that concern was first
expressed and the attitudes were those of
frustration, hostility, and defiance. This became
more manifest at the further meetings held at
Tone River, and meetings held at Chowerup,
Manjimup, and Perillup.

There were a number of smaller meetings at
which were formed action groups of farmers in
the various zones. Those action groups
represented the farmers as well as they were able
to-up to the point where they were not able to
cope. An approach was then made to the farmers'
Union general executive, which became involved
and took over. Subsequently, approaches were
made to the Government.

I make the observation that it was probably as
well the Farmers' Union did become involved
because at the meeting in Manjimup. attended by
some few hundred-beween 300 and 400-the
General President of the Farmers' Union
enunciated unequivocally that the Farmers' Union
would not encourage the breaking of the bans.
That is fairly important because there had
emerged from the meetings which had taken place
at Perillup and Chowerup an indication that some
farmers would go ahead and clear from the 30th
June if there had not been a change in the
existing bans to make them more acceptable.

That was the main reason the Opposition
moved for the suspension of Standing Orders to
enable debate, as a matter of urgency, on the
clearing bans. That occurred, of course, during
the first part of this session and was debated on a
motion moved by the Leader of the Opposition on
the 5th April this year.

It is interesting to note that during that debate
the Premier came out and accused me, as a
member of the Opposition, of being a party to the
legislation. He pointed out that I had voted for it;
I had not opposed it in any way. A Minister from
another place has made similar statements.
However, let me remind members in this House
there is not one member who could creditably
vote against a measure to control the salinity of
water.

The fault was with the Government which had
not provided any background information at all.
It was impossible to glean information by way of
questions, and it was not set out in the
regulations. There was insufficient time for us to
do any research at all during the course of that
part of this session, having regard for the
shortness of notice. The shire councils did not
have a chance to carry out any research, and the

farmers could not obtain any replies to their
questions. The Government pressed on with the
legislation, and then has had the temerity to turn
around and point out that we voted for it. Of
course we did. Also, every person involved in
clearing bans in the catchment areas supports the
control of salinity. However, farmers do not
condone the bans which this Government has
placed on clearing.

The legislation contained four provisions, and
one was the ban on clearing. It is very difficult to
oppose one part of a measure, especially when the
principle is favoured. The principle is acceptable;
it is the stupid way in which this Government
went about implementing it against the
recommendations of the Water Resources Council
that has caused a problem. The Government
accepted the recommendation which it could use,
but did not even indicate just what were the total
recommendations of the council. That was the
situation, and for the reason I have explained the
Opposition took action in the Parliament on the
initiative of the Leader of the Opposition.

As I have said, action was threatened by
farmers in the Kent and Warren areas-not as a
body, but as individuals-who had made it
perfectly clear that they proposed to go ahead
with bulldozing. Some have gone ahead. It has
been suggested to me there are at least a dozen
instances; these have been cited in the Press.
There is also the reaction of a Minister in another
place. He is not game to do anything about the
clearing. The law is being broken and he will not
touch the farmers.

Mr Stephens; I thought the law had to be
en forced.

Mr Davies: Of course, if it is convenient.
Mr H. D. EVANS: That is one of the reactions

I was talking about-the reaction of the farmers.
Mr O'Connor: Are you suggesting action

should be taken against them?
Mr H. D. EVANS: No. I am suggesting the

Government should do what should have been
done in the first place. The position should have
been made clear 12 months before the legislation
was introduced, as was advised by the Water
Resources Council Advisory Committee.

Mr O'Connor: You are wrong.
Mr H. D. EVANS: That is the situation. I have

referred to the official attitude of the General
President of the Farmers' Union, which is
important. It is a responsible attitude which I
think everybody would endorse. Bearing in mind
the hostility which had been expressed, it
certainly did the general president eredit that he

1869



1870 [ASSEMBLY]

was able to come out and control the meeting. He
did an outstanding job and I pay tribute to him
for it.

At the commencement of the meeting there
were immediate claims of infriiigements of rights.
There was also reference to the secrecy of the
Government. The question of the sacrosanct
principle of freehold land was pointed out. The
direction which was given, in such an arbitrary
manner, was not altogether consistent with the
Liberal Party philosophy of freedom of choice.
Indeed, it was not consistent with common human
rights. That was the issue which was made very
strongly.

In this regard I could mention the President of
the Cranbrook Shire Council (Mr Ward) who
presented a very detailed case. He said that if
people could not clear their properties, they could
not be expected to pay their rates. He termed the
legislation as "ridiculous".

The ban on clearing is undemocratic and
irresponsible, and that suggestion appeared in a
letter signed by J. McGregor in the Western
Farmers and Graziers of the 21st June,' 1979. The
situation was summed up best in a letter from the
legal officer of the Farmers' Union to the
Attorney General.

The letter from the legal officer referred to
country areas water supplies, and the proposed
human rights legislation. Among other things, he
pointed out that the proposals were undemocratic.
He contrasted the way in which the salinity
problem had been handled on the Murray River
in South Australia and the Court Government's
jackboot style of handling the problem in this
State. The legal officer also referred to the total
lack of research and was emphatic in questioning
whether clearing bans were the sole and best
method of approach to the regeneration of the
catchment areas which are the subject of this
motion. The letter reads-

Our union would suggest that the solution
can be found by having a public enquiry into
the salinity problem at which all interested
parties could make submissions and at which
the views of all experts can be taken into
consideration.

That was too open and democratic! We could not
have that! There was no question of that being
carried out.

A series of articles appeared in the Press in
which the Government was strongly taken to task,
and particularly the Minister in another place
who not only bore the brunt of the criticism
levelled against the Government-and no doubt

deserved it-but whose whole attitude evoked
criticism and exacerbated the whole situation.

To elaborate on that point, I think it is apposite
to trace the action and initiatives which were
taken in the whole unhappy affair. One reaction
was the lowering of the status of the Public
Works Department officers in these areas. It is
sad when professional officers who are dedicated
to their work and who have done a good job
suddenly find themselves required to carry out a
policy in the making of which they had no part.
The Government foists it upon them and they
have to go out and sell it to farmers. It is no
wonder the relationship between the farmers and
these officers is unsatisfactory. In no way will
confidence in the officers be restored. I suggest
the reconciliation will have to be effected by
people other than representatives of the Public
Works Department. So much for the support and
loyalty those officers extended to the
Government. That situation has been foisted on
them.

I mentioned the lack of research, and that
needs some elaboration. In order to do that I will
detail the actions of the Farmers' Union and the
role it played, which was considerable and very
time-consuming, in the preparation of documents
and submissions and the research the Government
should have done. Let us see what transpired in
that regard.

First and foremost, following the setting up by
the Farmers' Union of action committees in the
catchment area, the general executive became
involved; and that was a very wise move. It took
initiatives and actions on the part of the farmers
who were involved.

The meeting at Perillup was rather stormy; I do
not think the Minister in another place enjoyed it.
I think at that stage he realised what the
Government had done and he was left to bear the
brunt. A meeting took place at Frankland River
on the 201h January; and on the 30th January
meetings took place at Perillup and Chowerup.
The meeting at Perillup was extremely well
attended; it would be difficult to calculate the
number present. There was standing room only
and the atmosphere was electric. It was at that
meeting that the Farmers' Union for the first time
identified the problem, which is what the
Government had not done.

A number of submissions were presented by
way of spelling out the problem; indicating the
numbers affected, and trying to determine which
parts of the catchment area were cleared and
which were still under bush and thus subject to
the overall bans. The Farmers' Union presented
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the results of a survey of the Warren, Kent, and
Denmark Rivers up to the 2nd February this year.
At that time the number affected was not great
and the results were not very- conclusive, but it
was a start. A further survey took place on the
14th February.

The data and statistics were gathered by the
voluntary effort of the farmers in the field and
were compiled by the Farmers' Union. The
Government should have had all this information
before it took action, but it did not know the
number affected in the catchiment areas or even
where the catchment areas were. Until the
meeting at Perillup on the 30th January no
statistics of any kind were available. Inconclusive
and incomplete as they were, at least they
provided something to work on.

Following that meeting, the Farmers' Union
developed a submission which it presented to the
Minister for Works at the meeting at Manjimup
on the 6th March. That document brought the
whole situation up to date, so far as it was
possible to do so, and proposed a number of
amendments which the Farmers' Union felt
represented the requirements and interests of the
individuals in the catchment areas. The basis of
the submission was the repeal of the Act, which is
what the farmers themselves wanted.

The Farmers' Union called for amendment of
the Country Areas Water Supply Act to exempt
alienated land in the Mundaring Weir and
Denmark River catchment areas and the Kent
and Warren Rivers water reserve areas from the
provisions of the Act. The conditions required in
the amendment were-

(i) that landholders can clear up to 90 per
cent of the total area of their holding in
the declared catchment and reserves
areas;

(ii) that landholders can clear previously
uncleared native vegetation at the rate
of 10 per centum per annum of the total
area of their holding in the declared
river catchment and reserve areas;

(iii) where a landholder forgoes clearing in
any one year, the annual per centum
given in (ii) above shall be cumulative;
and

(iv) that. the landholders can clear regrowth
of indigenous native vegetation at a rate
and in a manner consistent with good
and proper agricultural practice.

They are the four amendments to the Act which
were being sought. The Minister received the
document and made some comments, of which I

have a tra nscript. The essential point he made is
as follows-

I would be prepared to accept it as a very
considerable document for a commencement
of reasonable discussion.

Of course no-one would expect the Minister to go
through the submission point by point when it was
first presented. lHe had not had a chance to study
it, and, in fairness to him, he had no occasion to
reply at that time. However, he did reply
subsequently:, he rejected the request of the
Farmers' Union. So we then had a stalemate.

The whole situation deteriorated from then on,
but it would be remiss of me if I did not mention
two further submissions. At the meeting at
Perillup the President of the Cranbrook Shire
Council (Mr Ward) and the Shire Clerk of the
Donnybrook- Bal Iingup Shire Council (Mr
McCutcheon) presented some facts and figures on
the situation. Obviously these two shire councils
were involved in the controversy because they
were affected by the bans. Once land is resumed
it is no longer ratable and a shire must face the
fact that its revenue from rating will decrease
when a catchment area lies within its boundaries.

When we moved in this House to appoint a
Select Committee we suggested that one of its
terms of reference should be to examine the
probable consequences of the legislation to the
shires. We believe that the shires will be affected
not only through a decrease in the amount of
revenue through rating, but also through the
adverse effects of a decrease in population on the
commercial and business interests of the towns
within their boundaries. Such research was
certainly necessary, and the representatives of the
two shire councils made this point at the Perillup
meeting.

The main submission from the Farmers' Union
was submitted to the Minister in March, and in
due course the Minister indicated that he was not
prepared to accept it. So the Farmers' Union had
put forward suggestions for amendments to the
Bill, and the Minister had indicated the
amendments were not acceptable; in other words,
a stalemate.

After the Opposition had moved unsuccessfully
for a Select Committee to inquire into this matter
in April, on the 14th June the Farmers' Union
submitted a modified form of its original
proposals. As a consequence, the union was
prepared to enter into further discussions with the
Minister. This seemed to be a quite reasonable
approach to the problem, and what was required
in the circumstances. However, the Minister did
not then endear himself to the people with whom
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he was attempting to deal; he developed ruffled
feathers because of one word that was misprinted
in his letter published by the Farmers' Weekly.
This involved the misuse of a preposition, and the
mistake was corrected subsequently. However, the
Minister refused to meet the Farmers' Union, and
the legal officer of the Farmers' Union conveyed
the situation very clearly in a Press release in
which he stated-

"On April 5 last, the Government
successfully opposed a motion in parliament
that would have resulted in a debate
illustrating farmers" problems with the
clearing controls. The Farmers' Union had
an appointment to meet the Minister for
Works, Mr MacKinnon on Tuesday 22nd
May to discuss the clearing controls. Mr
MacKinnon cancelled the meeting because
his "feathers were ruffled" by a minor
misprint in a letter of his published by the
Farmers Weekly on May 17th.

Now seeding time is here," he said, -the
problems created by the Act need urgent
attention. The Government has refused to let
parliament discuss them. The Minister won't
talk to representatives of the affected
farmers. The Government is behaving like
the colonial administrators whose costumes
they love to wear on ceremonial occasions.
They arc 150 years out of date."

If I may be so bold as to venture a comment on
that particular Press release, it was not a bad
summation of the whole situation. How could the
Farmers' Union hope to enter into a meaningful
discussion with the Minister in a climate of that
kind? So, on the 15th July, there camne to the
rescue none other than the Premier himself. The
Premier met with the representatives of the
Farmers' Union, and we can only conclude that
he had words with the Minister because the
Minister then met the representatives of the
Farmers' Union, and I understand, to say the
least, his attitude changed a little.

The Minister was presented with the updated
requirements of the Farmers' Union. The original
submission presented at Manjimup had been
altered, and by way of conclusion I will detail this
submission because it explains the current
situation. it boils down to the fact that the
amended submission was presented to the
Minister for Works following the intervention of
the Premier. Some action has been taken on this
amended submission, and I will examine that
action further at a later stage.

I would like to point out that in addition to the
initiatives taken by the Farmers' Union-those

meetings to which I have referred-a number of
meetings were held by the action groups in the
zones, by the Pastora lists and Graziers
Association, and most recently, a meeting of the
Farmers Zone Committee and the action groups
was held on the 27th June at Manjimup. At that
meeting the President of the South West Zone
discussed the overall problems with the members
of the Manjimup Water and Clearing Committee.

I would like to quote from a report of that
meeting because I feel it is of great significance.
It reads-

The main feature to emerge from that
meeting was the inconsistency of
interpretation or general lack of local
knowledge or plain common sense being
applied by the administering authority.

That is a rather devastating condemnation of a
Government action!

I would like to refer also to the meeting held on
the 30th July. This meeting was attended by
representatives of the Manjimup Water Quality
and Irrigation Committee, representatives of the
Farmers' Union, and the Farmers' Union
representative on the Water Resources Council
(Mr Partridge). The Press release on that meeting
was dated the 30th July. On this occasion also Mr
Harry Whittington took the opportunity to
explain his concept of interceptor banks as a
means of salinity control.

I believe I have outlined the actions taken by
various people following the implementation of
the bans.

I would like to make several further points
regarding the motion, and not the least of those
points is the matter of compensation. Let me
elaborate so that it is clear in everybody's mind,
that it is not only my interpretation that the
Government was deliberately secretive in respect
of this matter; the Minister actually admitted it.
On the I lth January, 1979, a prominent headline
appeared. in the Western Farmer stating, "Land
bans-Minister admits secret move". The reason
given by the Minister was the spate of clearing
which occurred in the Wellington catchment area
after the 1976 declarations. However,
unfortunately, the spate of clearing which has
occurred in other catchment areas is still
continuing. A headline in a newspaper states
"Boom in clearing". The article indicates that
most of the bulldozer operators in the south-west
have more work than they have had in years, and
many are working in catch ment areas.

In the catchment areas of the Blackwood and
Donnelly Rivers extensive clearing has occurred.
In areas outside the catchments, farmers are
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adopting clearing programmes which they would
not adopt under normal management procedures.
The rate of clearing has increased, and the
secrecy surrounding the Government's move
exacerbated the situation many times over.

When 1 say that this House was misled by the
way in which the legislation was introduced, let
me point out that the Farmers' Union believes
that also. In a newspaper there appeared the
headline, "Farmers claim: 'we were misled'". The
unequivocal statement made by the Farmers'
Union was, "We were misled in respect of the
ban." The Minister gave his reply in that article
and he castigated the Vice President of the
Farmers' Union, who had carried out all the
research in respect of this project, for citing only
one recommendation of the Water Resources
Council, which recommended a moratorium for
one year during which time a close examination
would be carried out to determine the legislation
most suitable to be introduced.

When the Vice President of the Farmers' Union
cited that recommendation, the Minister claimed
it was distorted, and that the vice president was
playing unfair. However, the vice president did
only what the Minister had done in this House.
Again double standards are evident. The Farmers'
Union was misled, and so was this Chamber.

Not only was this Chamber misled, but I would
suggest the other Chamber was misled also. In the
Western Farmer of the 25th January, a member
of another place was reported as saying, **I was
misled." As a matter of fact, that member was so
misled that he undertook to move for the
disallowance of the regulations. Little did he
know there were no regulations and that the
instructions were contained in a document issued
by the Public Works Department. I would be
most surprised if any member could stand up and
tell me that a member of Parliament should be
expected to know the contents of every
departmental document.

The member for Murray would have difficulty
in describing the contents of the most recent
document issued by the Mines Department. The
Leader of the Opposition would find it difficult to
explain what is contained in *the latest edict
produced by the Dairy Industry Authority. No
member can be expected to know that Sort Of
detail.

Mr Davies: For a start, you can't get your
hands on them.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I do not want to touch on
that.

That is the sort of secrecy that was applied, and
that is the sort of secrecy that led a member in

another place to state that he would move for the
disallowance of regulations that did not exist.

Mr Stephens: The regulations existed, but
didn't apply. They had been in force for 18
months. That member was misinformed, because
he did not even know that.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The regulations to which
the member for Stirling refers merely dealt with
procedures. They did not contain guidelines nor
did they contain an indication of the rules by
which the game would be played. The situation
became disastrous when those rules became
known.

I would point out also that both the Premier
and the Minister in another place admitted that
they deliberately acted in a secret way, as has
been shown by the manner in which they went
about it; yet they accused the Opposition of
supporting a Bill to control salinity, as though the
Opposition had acted wrongly. This is something
that cannot be denied; it is a principle that was
accepted by every person who rose to speak at the
meetings held in catchment areas, to which I have
referred. That is how the Government acted
secretly, and any Government which takes pride
in acting in that fashion deserves all it gets. The
folly of the Government's actions on this occasion
will be reflected politically, and it serves the
Government right. If members opposite cannot
act as the democratically elected representatives
of the people should act, they should not be there.

Mr O'Connor: You. didn't know about this
when the Bill went through?

Mr H. D. EVANS: Know about what?
Mr O'Connor: That the public had not been

advised.
Mr H-. D. EVANS: No, I did not know that.

Did the Minister?
Mr O'Connor: Of course I did.
Mr H. D. EVANS: The Minister knew that the

public had not been advised?
M r O'Connor: Yes, so did you.
Mr H. D. EVANS: No, I tried to advise the

people. I wrote to the shire councils in my
electorate and to the local zone Of the Farmers'
Union, asking for comments. Even blind Neddy
would have been able to See that problems would
arise and people would be affected. However, I
did not realise at the time to what extent people
would be affected. I realised there would be
problems, but I am still le-arning about some of
them.

The Minister deliberately suppressed the
information that would have given us a clear
insight into thle matter. That information was
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hidden away in a. departmental document that no
member of Parliament could be expected to find.
Are members of Parliament expected to play hide
the thimble with information that is Vital to large
sections of the community? It appears the
Government says we should do that.

Mr Stephens: Was that document a memo or a
report?

Mr H. D, EVANS: The member for Stirling is
being technical.

I turn to another aspect in respect of which the
Government is again playing the reluctant
debutante; it is being reticent and not indicating
openly what are its procedures. I refer to the
.matter of compensation. I have sought by way of
letter and by way of question in this House the
Government's policy in respect of compensation. I
am finally coming to the conclusion that for land
resumed the Government will pay only the market
price for uncleared land, which will become
gradually depressed in that circumstance. There is
no indication that compensation will be paid for
injurious effect.

Let us consider how that will apply. According
to the figures I have, there are something like 90
farmers in the Warren catchment area who do not
have sufficient land cleared to be viable units.
How does one compensate those people? For that
matter, how does one compensate a farmer who
has a smaller property which is, say, 80 per cent
cleared? If that farmer cannot clear his land he
simply is not going to generate income and he will
be on his way out; it is as simple as that.

These are the sorts of problems which were not
researched. It now is proposed to pay these
farmers compensation on the basis of the market
value of their uncleared land. However, that
simply is not going to meet the circumstances. In
the first place, they do not want compensation;
they just want their farms. Is consideration to be
had for the injurious effect the clearing ban will
have on the rest of their properties? My question
of the 14th August, 1979, asked as follows-

()In determining the level of compensation
for land in water catchment areas and
reserves for which clearing permits have
been refused, will-
(a) the loss of the future earning ability

of the particular area, and
(b) the expense of Shire rates, the

control of vermin and fire on the
land to the owner;

be included in the compensation figure?
(2) If "Yes to (1), then how will these two

aspects of compensation be determined?

(3) (a) have overall guide-lines for the
setting of compensation for land for
which clearing permits have been
refused been adopted, and

(b) if so, what are they?
I received the following reply-

(1) (a) The ability of a property to
generate a financial return, either
now or some time in the future, is
reflected in its current market
value. This is taken into account
when assessing compensation
arising out of a refusal to allow
clearing.

My eye it does! What a load of garbage! To say
that consideration is included in the market price
is rubbish, because for starters land which cannot
be cleared for agriculture has no value. Who is
going to want land which cannot be cleared? In
addition, even if these farmers accept the
compensation they are offered, they will still be
liable for ever after for their shire rates and for
their vermin and fire control. This will have the
effect of eroding the compensation they originally
received-at a deflated rate, I might add.

The answer to my question about guidelines
was as follows-

No.
In other words, there are no guidelines for the
payment of compensation. Is this fair and
reasonable? Is this the attitude of a responsible
Government, a Government which in many
instances urged these people to go out and take up
farming, to accept new land farms and clear
them? This was the million acre a year syndrome.
I recall the Premier of the day (Sir David Brand)
saying at Mt. Barker, "We will clear the land
from here to Manjmnup." But what happened? In
the first year of clearing it was found that some of
the farms were affected by salt. This Government
encouraged the people to clear the land against
the advice of its own experts. But this
Government continually refuses to take expert
advice. It did it with the Midland abattoir; what a
blunder that was. It made a similar mistake in
regard to our power generation facilities, as I am
sure the member for Collie could tell members if
he were present tonight. The Government has
disregarded the advice of the Water Resources
Council.

Governments are here to govern, and this
Government must stand and accept its
responsibilities whenever it puts both its jackboots
into its mouth. That responsibility is rightly the
Government's on this occasion. Having
encouraged farmers to take up this land, it now
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says. "The community does not want this
agriculture to continue, It may have wanted it six
years ago, but the place has turned salty since
then. You must close down." Is that the attitude
of a responsible Government, the representatives
of the people? Many people residing in these
catchment areas voted for this Government.

Mr O'Connor: Do you think clearing should be
allowed on all this land?

Mr H. D. EVANS: We have said all along that
this Government was stupid not to undertake
research into the technical aspects of salinity and
it is that stupidity which has led to the present
situation.

Mr O'Connor: Why did you not do something
about it when you were in Government?

Mr H. D. EVANS: Seven years is a very long
time ago. In fact, however, we were doing
something about the problem of salinity at that
time. I refer to our work in the, Cascoyne
catchment area, which was so effective that this
Government emulated our example in the
Kimberley and other areas. When we went to the
area the erosion problems were so bad that in
some instances the stations were more than 40 per
cent overstocked. We h4ndled that situation by
establishing a committee which included not only
the heads of the appropriate departments but also
the president of the northern section of the
Pastoralists and Graziers Association and the
owners of the various properties. Our Government
believed in consultation.

Mr O'Connor: But you neglected this area.
Mr H. D. EVANS: Our track record on this

issue is excellent. In fact, we were so successful
that the new Government continued our approach
to the problem into the Kimberley. A Labor
Government would have adopted similar methods
to resolve the situation these farmers are facinig
today. One thing is for sure: We would have
conducted proper research, not gone in jackboots
and all and disregarded the advice of our experts,
as this Government so frequently does.

Mir O'Connor: Contrary to what you are
saying, this action was taken on the advice of
experts.

Mr Davies: No doubt they were the same
experts who advised you to remove the Perth-
Fremantle railway line.

Mr O'Connor: You are now diverting to
something else because you are losing this
argument.

Mr H-. D. EVANS: Let us get this clear: Five
recommendations were put forward by the Water
Resources Council. it suited the Government to

adopt' only a small amount of one of those
recommendations.

Mr O'Connor: That is not correct, as I will
explain in a moment.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Why did the Government
not adopt the five recommendations?

Mr O'Connor: I will explain that in a moment.
You are wrong in what you say.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The way the Minister has
been performing lately, his explanation will need
to be an improvement.

Mr O'Connor: The way you have been
performing, you are not even in the Ministry.

Mr H. D. EVANS: It will not be long. The
Minister made the point that the Government
followed the advice of its experts. However, I
believe that is not the case. Its advisers, in
recommendation No. 5, stated that legislation
should be brought down imposing a 12-month
moratorium during the course of which the
matter could be thoroughly researched and the
appropriate legislation to cover the ongoing
situation developed. Is that correct?

Mr O'Connor: No.
Mr H. D. EVANS: I will be very interested to

hear the Minister's version of the situation. This is
the published Statement of the Government's own
advisory body.

Mr Harman: The Minister has no regard for
published statements.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am sorry about that. Let
me read the recommendations to the House.
Recommendation No. I states as follows-

The Minister be advised that the potential
salinity rises from future (predominantly
agricultural) clearing of land in many
catchments of the South-West, is an
extremely serious problem on which there is
a need for immediate and positive action.

Recommendation No. 2 reads as follows-
Because it has become apparent that the

costs in terms of compensation for restricting
clearing of land are so much less than other
control mechanisms available; for example,
desalination, reaforestation and engineering
mechanisms, immediate steps should be
taken to determine the most appropriate
means of introducing clearing controls where
appropriate, and to initiate design and
drafting of appropriate legislation.

The reason for bringing in the clearing bans was
parsimony. It was the cheap way out. That is the
reason that was done.

Is that correct, Mr Minister?
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Mr O'Connor: I was not listening to the
question.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The recommendation says
that the control of clearing is cheaper than the
other alternatives, so to heck with the other
alternatives-bring in the clearing bans with the
big boot. That is what happened.

Mr Speaker, cani you hear them around the
Cabinet table: "The chbeap way out! Don't worry
about the farmers. Don't worry about the shires.
Just close down the clearing and do it the cheap
way "?

Mr O'Connor: That makes you wrong in two
out of two.

Mr H-. D. EVANS: That is what happened, and
the Minister knows it.

Mr O'Connor:You are saying what happened
around the Cabinet table, and you are wrong.

Mr H-. D. EVANS: I simply said, "Can't you
hear them, Mr Speaker?'t

Mr O'Connor: Wrong again!
Mr H. D. EVSANS: The third recommendation

is as follows-
(3) The Helena and Denmark Rivers, as

developed water supply catchments, should
be given highest priority, but these are not
the only catchments requiring prompt action,
and there is an urgent need for the PWD and
MWB to pursue whatever studies are
necessary to determine priorities among the
other rivers listed in the PWD report.

It might be interesting to consider that aspect,
too. We accept that while those have a priority,
there are others in whose case the problem is
serious. Fair enough!

The next recommendation is as follows-
(4) Because of the risk of widespread

acceleration of clearing, such as occurred in
the Collie cacchment prior to proclamation of
legislation, there is a need for these matters
to be regarded as highly confidential at this
time.

I have already pointed out that there was a spate
of clearing in the Wellington catchment area.
That was nothing like the spate of clearing that
has occurred in the Blackwood, Donnelly, and
other catchment areas. The bulldozers are going
full time. It is described as "a boom in clearing".'
Any advantage which might have been gained in
relation to preventing clearing by the use of
secrecy has been lost. We are overbalanced and
disadvantaged; so that vain hope has not
materialised.

The factor of cheapness persuaded the Cabinet;
but the second part of recommendation 5 is the
important one. That said that there should be
preparation of legislation for a moratorium for a
year, with a view to developing appropriate
legislation in time, after consultation.

As I have said, the method adopted in relation
to the Murray River was to call for public
submissions from interested individuals and
experts. Submissions were able to be made during
a six-week period; and then the final judgment
was made. That is what should have been done
here;, but it was not.

The idea of secrecy was to protect the spate of
clearing that occurred in the Wellington
catchment. That backfired.

The important factor was the cheapness of the
method of clearing vis-a-vis other methods; and
the other methods have not been explored either. I
will not say there has been no research, because
there has been very limited research. Certainly
there has been no consultation.

On the question of compensation, the cheap
way out was adopted. The short-changing of those
affected by limited compensation tells the story of
this Government. It indicates the amoral
approach the Government has even towards its
supporters. That is what we are discussing here.
That is what is implied in this legislation, which is
one of the most degrading pieces of legislation
that has appeared before an Australian
Parliament. I doubt that any Minister could be
proud of his participation in the introduction of
such legislation.

I understand-and I am open to
correction-that in the present approach to the
Minister the principle was put to him, firstly, chat
there should be acceptance, based on Department
of Agriculture studies, that in the Warren
catchment a minimum of 405 hectares is required
for a farm to be viable. To that end, there should-
be an endeavour to build up the farms which are
still developing. This may be done, in the First
instance, by way of making available the cleared
land that is purchased by the department.
Secondly, the farms can be increased by adding to
them the available land outside the water
catchment area. That may be done now because
the boundaries of the water catchment areas are
known. In the Linicup area there are 15 farms
outside the catchment area which have now been
exempted. In the event of that possibility,
permission to clear should be accorded. That is
the first maxim that is said to be valid.

The second maxim is chat farmers in the area
should be allowed to clear up to 18 per cent at the
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rate of 10 per cent of their area per annum,
following advice and guidance from the
department, or' course. That may or may not be
the answer.

Those farms which have less than 405 hectares
and need to become viable should be given
priority for the land which becomes available
through purchase or is unalienated presently.
There was a further suggestion that the
Government could lease the land for which
compensation would otherwise be paid-in other
words, land for which a clearing permit has been
sought and not been granted. That may involve a
leasehold arrangement. I do not know what the
results of that would be.

I understand that the Department of
Agriculture has advisers who are considering the
viability of the farms in the water catchment
areas, where the boundaries of the areas are
known, as are the names of the farmers who have
properties in them.

I suggest that guidelines for compensation for
individuals wishing to stay farming should be
developed. From the answers that I have received,
I understand that there are no guidelines and
there will not be, as far as compensation is
concerned.

This is the way the Government has handled a
major problem. These are people whom the
Government encouraged to go (arming in these
areas. The Government has been partly
responsible for putting these people into the
positions in which they find themselves, but it now
turns around and treats them in this manner.

I submit that the part of my motion dealing
with alternative methods of restoration and
prevention of saltation should be examined.
Firstly, there has been very little attention paid to
the alternatives referred to in the report and
recommendations of the Water Resources
Council. Those alternatives have not been
considered. They would be more expensive; so the
cheap way out had to be.

Worse than that, there is no question of
establishing whether it might be possible to
develop mechanical means or a variable approach
with mechanical and vegetative restoration. There
is no reason for not doing this.

One of the methods that has been suggested is
the Whittington interceptor bank theory. I think
it was the member for Moore who asked a
question today about the tests and trials being
conducted. I do not know the context of that
answer and I will be interested to read it when I
have the opportunity.

Contrary to the views of the member for Mt.
Marshall, who said in his parliamentary notes
that the issue of salt land problems is one that has
not generated a great concern in the political
arena, the Opposition has shown concern for this
matter. The member for Collie and myself have
visited and spent a day with Mr Whittington on
his Brookton property. I have attended several
field days. On Friday last a group of Labor
members visited Batalling Creek where his trials
are being conducted. We had an opportunity to
see his progress. It is rather interesting to note the
lack of support and co-operation that Mr
Whittington is getting from the Government. It is
something about which I ponder.

In the first instance the trial as it is set up and
which is the subject of a report by the PWD-and
which does not do it justice-

Paint of Order

Mr O'CONNOR: The subject now being
discussed is to be considered in a later motion. Is
the member for Warren in order in proceeding
with his remarks!

The SPEAKER: Ordinarily it is not permissible
(or a member to discuss anything other than that
which is currently before the Chair, and it is a
fact that there is a motion to be introduced
dealing specifically with the trials and
experiments being undertaken by Mr
Whittington. However, I can see some relevance
in the motion being discussed by the member for
Warren. I ask him not to become too involved
with debating this issue which is the subject of a
later motion to be moved by the member for Mt.
Marshall.

Debate Resumed

Mr H. D. EVANS: I appreciate your concern,
Mr Speaker. Whilst this matter is to be the
subject of a further motion, it is also part of my
motion, which makes specific reference to the
neglect of the Government in this area. I am
calling for an inquiry which will embrace the
various alternative methods of controlling salt
levels in Western Australian rivers in addition to
the curtailment of land clearing. The Whittington
method is one alternative. I am referring to
methods which were mentioned by the Water
Resources Council and which the Government
rejected as being expensive and so caused it to
take the cheap way out. I will not deliberate in
depth on this particular matter, but I feel I should
have the opportunity to reflect upon the attitude
of the Government and the way in which it has
neglected this aspect-as it has done with all
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other research-and to shoot home to it the blame
for the total problem we have before us. I
appreciate your concern, Mr Speaker, and for
that reason I will constrain my remarks. I do have
regard for the further motion. During the visit by
my collegues and myself to Batalling Creek where
the trial was being conducted, we were impressed
by the fact that the farmers were in support of
this method. WISALTS, the organisation
propounding the method has a membership in
excess of 600. These men are not fools; the~y are
responsible farmers, practical men who have put
up money in the belief that the Whittington
theory contains some value.

Mr O'Connor: Who put up money for the
Batalling Creek project?

Mr H. D. EVANS: The total cost of the
bulldozing work-the essential earthworks-was
$1 600.

Mr O'Connor: Wrong again; you are doing
pretty well tonight.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The round Figure we were
given was slightly in excess of $1 600, and
certainly less than $2 000.

Mr O'Connor: It was in excess of that.
Mr H. D. EVANS: We were given that figure

and we accepted it in good faith.
Mr O'Connor: That is only for the interceptor

bank.
Mr H. D. EVANS: That is what I said. The

interceptor banks are the key to the method's
success. The Minister should realise we are
talking about the guts of the whole thing. Mr
Whittington was told a sum or Sio0 000 was later
to be made available. Having cut his cloth, he was
told there was the full suit length available! The
Government turned around and put in another
gauging system at what appears to be an
inappropriate point upstream.

Mr O'Connor: I told him in 1976, when I was
Minister, that $ 10 000 was available.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Mr Whittington formally
stated, in the presence of quite a number of
reliable witnesses, that the offer was made after
he had his prograflime.

Mr O'Connor: He was there when it occurred.
Mr H. D. EVANS: It was after he had

designed his trial that he was told additional
funds would be available.

Mr O'Connor: The member for Mt. Marshall
was there at the time.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The member for Mt.
Marshall will have the opportunity to develop5 that
theme at his leisure at Some later stage. This

information was given to me in front of reliable
witnesses, and I accepted it on that basis. I accept
that the department went ahead and constructed
eight bores.

There were about four miles of cleared land up
to the head of the gully. It seems to me that if the
Government had been genuine it would have
taken the interceptor banks right along the full
length of the gully, up to the headland.

Mrs Craig: Maybe the landowner did not want
that.

Mr H-. D. EVANS: The landowners arc very
keen on this.

Mrs Craig: I do not think my son wanted this.
Mr H. D. EVANS: He is one who is going to

do this.
Mrs Craig: No, he is not.
Mr H. D. EVANS: He was in the party which

discussed this matter. Some farmers are going to
put these interceptor banks in themselves. The
Minister's son had no objection to them going up
the valley as part of the overall trial. When
considering salinity in respect of the Wellington
Dam, it is obvious one is considering the run-off
water. The water must percolate down into the
valley floor to obviate flooding.

A report by the Public Works Department did
not even accept the concept and principle that
Whittington was endeavouring to apply. In any
event it is too early to place any conclusive
determination on the records that are available;
that is the essential point to be made.

At this juncture it is fair to add that
Government departments have acted tardily.
They have not raced in with co-operation for a
method which shows prospects for controlling
salt-affected land. The departments have done the
reverse. However, I will speak further on this
matter when the member for Mt. Marshall moves
his motion.

No mention has been made of a method that
has been presented by David Rental, referred to
as the "Bental. Bullet". This is a method of
developing drains in water-logged areas to remove
the excessive run-off water before it carn raise the
water table and so bring to bear the salts that are
contained in the sub-soil.

A trial has been conducted by the CSIRO. Had
the Government spent one fraction of the money
available to CSIRO on this matter, we would
have made a start. However, the Government has
not even examined the "Rental Bullet". That is
another mechanical means by which, in
conjunction with other methods, it may be
possible to restore saline land.
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The Department of Agriculture has opted for
vegetative restoration. However, it has niot met
with outstanding success, particularly in the area
I have been referring to this evening. It may be
possible to improve these mechanical means
which Mr Whittington and Mr Bental are
propounding.

Money should be made available so that we can
either prove or disprove these methods. The
Government is lacking, because it has not made
money available for research into these methods
of restoring saline land.

I suggested also in the motion that there should
be an international symposium so that we may
obtain all available information. Many countries
have lived with a salt problem for a number of
years. I do not know how the authorities in
Holland overcome the salt problem; but they have
been reclaiming the seabed and three o r four
years after reclamation the land is cropped. The
person to whom the land is allocated is subject to
Government control. He has to follow the
procedure set down by the Government; but he is
able to restore the land. A great deal of good
work has been carried out in this area in Israel,
Canada, and in many other parts of the world. It
is ludicrous to suggest that all the expertise lies in
this State.

The confidence of the farmers and the people
with whom the expertise lies has been eroded by
the stupidity of this Government. The
Government has gone rushing in with both
jackboots.

There is an article in tonight's issue of the
Daily News headed "Darling Ranges under
review". That article reads, in part, as follows-

A government appointed committee has
been set up to direct research into land use
and near the Darling Ranges.

It's chairman will be the Conservator of
Forests, Mr Bruce Beggs.

The committee will review bauxite mining
in the range, the effects of woodehipping and
dieback, and proposed salinity and clearing
controls.

I do not know whether the review will extend to
all the catchment areas or whether it is confined
only to the Wellington Dam. The members of the
committee are named and the Government will
now say, "We have officers of the Department of
Agriculture working on individual farms. We
have set up a committee to review the whole
question." However, that is not what we are
looking for. We do not want a committee similar
to the Hunt committee. We want action similar to
that taken in the Eastern States in relation to the

problem of salinity in the Murray River. We are
looking Car a similar approach to that which was
taken there. If that were done, the input of the
people involved could be planned before the work
was started. That is what is needed and that is the
reason I was prompted to move this rnotio 'n.

A number of aspects as well as research would
need to be considered by a Select Committee and
I should like to cite one or two of them in passing.
The committee should consider ways and means
of consultation. That is a simple matter, but it
might be a novel approach for the Government to
realise that it is possible to consult with other
people.

Another matter which should be considered by
the committee is the granting of incentives for
reforestation by private people. It is possible that
consultation might occur in that area.

There should be an advisory service on all
aspects of land clearing. This matter has been
neglected Over the years. Along the south coast
the bulldozers removed the banksia-clad sandhills
and erosion occurred as a result. Not only is there
room for advice on land clearing, but also future
surveys should have regard for rivers,
watercourses, and matters of that kind.

Another matter is the involvement of the
Department of Agriculture where land is
allocated. This has been neglected and it should
be attended to..- We should look at the integration
of the boundaries of Government agencies. That
is a mechanical matter, but one which would
facilitate administration. All these matters should
be looked at by the committee.

I should like to raise a relevant point here that
this matter is a Government responsibility; what
has the State Government done in retard to
involving the Commonwealth in it? It is after all a
community problem. It is a nationat problem;
therefore, it is not right that a handful of involved
farmers should foot the bill. It is a community
problem so the community should pay for it,
especially when one recalls that the individuals
concerned were encouraged to become involved in
the situation.

If no approach has been made to the Federal
Government I should like to know why not.
Perhaps we can learn from what has happened in
the rest of Australia. We may be able to learn
from the approach which was adopted in the
Murray Valley when the salinity level of the
Murray River became a subject of grave concern.

Mr Speaker, I believe I have covered most of
the points to which I wished to allude. The
Government Stands condemned for its secrecy in

1879



1880 [ASSEMBLY]

this matter and for the way in which it has
approached a Serious community problem.

I should like to reiterate the contents of (be
motion. I believe a Select Committee should be
set up to examine and report upon and make
recommendations. It is necessary to discover the
nature of the problems and examine the proper
course which should be taken to resolve them. No
fair-minded person could object to this motion.

The Select Committee should make
recommendations regarding the probable
consequences to and problems of individual
farmers, shire councils and communities. If a
couple of families only are removed from a school
bus spur, that spur may be lost. As a result there
will be a decline in the membership of clubs and
other community facilities. These activities are
marginal in many areas now.

The Balingup golf and bowling clubs
participate actively in carnivals. If three or four of
the members of these clubs move away from the
district these clubs would cease to exist. How
should the problems experienced by the farmers,
shire councils, and communities be resolved?

The Select Committee should examine the
various alternative methods of controlling salt
levels in Western Australia's rivers which may
exist in addition to the curtailment of clearing.
The committee should select the methods which
are the most beneficial and appropriate. It should
not accept those which are the cheapest or which
have not been researched.

Research should be carried out. That is only
fair and reasonable. it is common sense also.

The committee should consider the advisability
of promoting an international symposium to bring
together the most authoritative information on
overcoming problems of salt encroachment and
restoration. if this cannot be done on an
international basis, it should be carried out on a
regional basis. Countries such as India, North
America, and South America have dealt with the
problem of restoration for many years. We could
learn much from them.

Apparently the Government does not want to
know about it. It may cost money. To heck with
the farmers and what it will do to them! The
Government is bringing in the jackboots again,
and makes them take it.

The final part of the motion reads-
(4) the provision of adequate compensation

where resumptions and banning of
clearing have .affected viability of
properties.

Members should bear in mind too that that is
occasioned for persons who were encouraged to go
there. Therefore if there is a change in
community attitude the Government has the
responsibility to see to adequate compensation.

MR PEARCE (Gosnells) [10.01 p.m.]: I take
great pleasure in seconding the motion moved so
adequately and comprehensively by my colleague
the member for Warren. It seems to me that the
member is quite correct in suggesting that the
Government has acted in its usual stop and start
way when confronted with the salinity problem,
particularly in the south-west. This problem has
been building up over a number of years and it is
perhaps only over the last few years that it has
become particularly noticeable as a result of the
bauxite. mining policies& which have forced the
attention of people to the salinity problem as it
affects their own water supply. This has not been
a threat until recently. Nevertheless the
Government did not deal with the problem as it
arose. In fact, as the member for Warren has
pointed out, in the days of the Brand Government
salinity was encouraged with the massive and
intensive clearing which was allowed without
sufficient provision for a green belt in between to
preserve enough of the natural bushland. Having
encouraged this salinity problem, the Government
did nothing about it when it first became
apparent.

Mr O'Connor: When did it First become
apparent?

Mr PEARCE: Here we go.
Mr O'Connor: I am asking.
Mr PEARCE: I would say the salinity problem

in Western Australia has been apparent, in
generalised terms, for most of this century. This is
certainly the case in dry areas. People have
become aware of the situation with the increase of
salinity in the Wellington catchment area, and the
problem there is that the water is becoming so
salty it is virtually unusable and large quantities
of water had to be discharged from the bottom of
the Wellington dam in an attempt to get rid of
much of the salt water to make the rest usable.

It is no secret either that much of the
metropolitan water supply provided from dams
south of Perth-that is, in my electorate and
further south-has in fact to be mixed with purer
water from old established dams to maintain a
sufficiently low salinity level to make the water
drinkable. For that reason the salinity problem
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has become more apparent only within the last
five or six years, certainly coming to crisis
proportions in that time, while still the
Government did nothing until we have what
might be described as a panic reaction. I am
referring to the clearing ban to which the member
for Warren has alluded.

Of course, the end result of the Government's
action on clearing bans and the suddenness and
comprehensiveness with which they were
announced has been that farmers who are
nowhere near any catchment area-certainly
those on the edges of the four proclaimed
catchment areas and close to any other river or
creek-have cleared like mad in anticipation that
it may be necessary to have more cleared land
available to them in the next 10 to 20 years.
Farmers plan for the future. They look ahead,
sometimes for as long as a generation. Knowing
the policies of the Government, the farmers
realise that next year, the year after, or the year
after that, their properties could be under a
complete clearing ba n. Therefore,
understandably, these farmers are very worried.
However they have the foresight to clear land like
mad. Once the land is cleared the Government
cannot order trees to be put back. So farmers
clearing the land are in fact increasing the salinity
problem because of the Government's action
which was intended to control the salinity
problem.

I agree with the member for Warren that the
Government will choose the easiest and cheapest
method of funding the control of salinity. With
the members for Warren, Collie, Swan, and
Welsfipool, I looked at the Whittington
interceptor bank system at the Batalling Creek
trial site and I was impressed with the number of
ways to control of salinity and the attitude of the
farmers in that area.

It seems to me quite clear that the farmers in
the area art of the belief that the construction of
these banks is leading to a decrease of salinity in
the fields and an increase in productivity. The
increase in productivity has as much impact as
the decrease of salinity. If farmers can increase
their productivity because of the construction of
the Whittington bank at least it will make for
drier and better aerated ground. Then, of course,
they will not want to clear a greater acreage after
getting a greater return and do not need to
purchase adjoining properties as well as clearing
4djoining bushland in order to maintain a
sufficient return for themselves.

Perhaps the best way to prevent clearing of
greater areas so that the salinity problem is solved
by keeping down the necessity to clear areas, and

by decreasing the salt flowing into creeks and
ultimately into dams. So the Whittington system
seems to be worthy of far more comprehensive
inspection by the Government. In fact the
Government may now give some help, but this is
not the perception of farmers in the area. It may
have to employ another two or three PR men to
add to the I8 to 25 it already has to improve its
image. However, it is not the belief of the farmers
in the area that the Government has been at all
helpful.

People throughout the south-west and those
who have had experience with the system believe
that the Government is doing little to assist Mr
Whittington. Rather, it is putting barriers in
his way. That is one aspect to be looked at. The
CSIRO is conducting experiments with others.
There are all sorts of ways the salinity problem
may be overcome; but the problem has been
aggravated by the clearing bans. The reason for
an increase in the problem of salinity as I have
pointed out is simply that this clearing ban has
resulted in people whose properties are not subject
to the ban, clearing like mad in case their
properties have a ban placed on them at some
time in the future. As I indicated previously the
problem of salinity in the upper reaches of some
of these streams is considerably aggravated by the
bauxite mining which is taking place on the edges
of some agricultural areas.

These problems need to be looked at and
consideration needs to be given to the long-term
effects in regard to agriculture which will be
carried out for many years. We cannot expect
that the salt problem will be washed away. We
need to have agricultural planning which will help
to overcome the probl em within this century and
that is what the member for Warren is requesting
in the motion. It is a most acceptable move. I
believe the Government has not taken on its task
and is not doing its job properly. Someone has to
do it and we need a body to be set up to do the
job. The member for Warren suggested that we
appoint a Select Committee to call its own experts
together to formulate a plan to overcome some of
the problems threatening the south-west.

I feel sure that the member for Warren has
found the best way to deal-with this problem. He
has brought the matter to our attention in a most
comprehensive way. I ask the House to give
consideration to the formation of a Select
Committee.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr O'Connor
(Minister for Labour and Industry).

House adjourned sf 10.10 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOflCE

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Bridgewater Centre

1030. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Community Welfare:

(1) Can he confirm that children placed at
the Bridgewater care and assessment
centre are meant to remain there for
temporary care and assessment only and
that only non-offenders are to be
accommodated there?

(2) If "Yes" can he explain why some
children are possibly being kept there
for periods of up to five months or even
a year?

(3) If this is the present practice, is it not
possibly defeating the object of a
temporary care and assessment centre of
providing care which does not
institutionalise children?

(4) Does he approve of the practice
apparently being adopted at
Bridgewater of accommodating teenage
offenders together with young children?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) A relatively small number of children

remain at Bridgewater for more than
ive months while suitable alternative

placements are being found or in order
to prepare the child for an alternative
placement.

(3) No.
(4) Children with known offence records are

not admitted to or retained at
Bridgewater.

TOWN PLANNING: MRPA
North-east Corridor

1031. Mr- WILSON, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

(I) Can she say whether the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority has given
any further consideration to the possible
need for a north-east corridor since it
was ruled out in the original
consideration?

(2) Is the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority aware that the area east and
sooth of Wanneroo Road around to the
Swan River which is outside any of the
stipulated corridors, suffers from a
possible lack of desirable co-ordination
in the planning of new roads and new
developments, especially in terms of
their impingement on established
communities, and lack of prescribed
forms for public consultation, by
comparison with those areas included
within the respective corridors?

(3) Is the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority willing to consult with local
government authorities in the area
referred to, regarding the need for a
greater degree of co-ordination and
public participation in the planning of
new developments?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) Yes.

HEALTH
Alcohol and Tobacco Products: Advertising

1032. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Health:

(1) What consideration has been given by
the State Government to the
recommendation contained in the Senate
standing committee's report on social
welfare dealing with drug abuse-that
State Governments be encouraged to
ban the advertising of alcoholic
beverages and tobacco products?

(2) If the Government has a policy on these
two issues, how was it decided upon and
on what information was it based?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) The advertising of alcoholic beverages

and tobacco products has been
considered at recent Health Ministers'
conferences. Codes of practice for
advertising have been adopted and
accepted by industry. [ have already
indicated that I propose to ask Cabinet
to give consideration to the advertising
of tobacco products.

(2) Codes of practice were developed by
working parties reporting to the Health
Ministers' conference.

1882



(Wednesday, 15th August, 19791)88

HEALTH: ALCOHOL
A buse

l033. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has any consideration been given by the
Government to introduce into the State
public service an appropriate
programme to deal with alcohol abuse?

(2) If "No" is he prepared to examine the
possibility of introducing a scheme
similar to that operating in the Victorian
State Public Service?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes.

TRAFFIC: DRIVERS
Drunken: Report of Sena te Standing Committee

1034. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:

(1) What consideration has been given to
the following recommendations
contained in the Senate Standing
Committee's Report on drug abuse:

"28. That, if evaluation shows random
breath tests to have positive effects
on driver behaviour, they be
introduced in all States and
Territories.

29. That police extend breathalyzer
testing in the vicinity of all places
where people drive after drinking.

30. That the suggestions of the
Australian Law Reform
Commission regarding screening
tests of drivers be adopted.

31. That blood samples be taken from
all persons over a specified age who
are involved in serious road crashes.

32. That the option to issue qualified
licences to convicted drink-drivers
be introduced in all States and
Territories.

33. That* learner drivers be provided
with information about ahe effects
of alcohol and other drugs on
driving, tlnat questions on such
effects form part of the licence test,
and that literature on the
interaction of alcohol and drugs
with driving be sent with notices of
licence renewals."?

(2) Are any of these recommendations or
similar measures currently being
considered for adoption?

(3) What views does the Government hold
on these proposals?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

()28. Information to hand from the
Victorian authorities is not
conclusive that changes in driver
behaviour have resulted from
random breath testing in that State
to date.

29. The Road Traffic Authority at
present carries out surveillance

* patrols in areas of high aeccident
potential in the vicinity of liquor
Outlets.

30. Screening tests (alcotest and
alcometers) are currently in use in
this State as a preliminary test
prior to the requirement of
breathalyser test or blood sample
test.

31. It is the present policy that all
drivers involved in serious road
accidents and pedestrians who are
likely to be so affected, are
subjected to a blood test.

32. Provisions are already contained in
the Road Traffic Act for the issue
of extraordinary drivers' licences at
the discretion of the presiding
magistrate where certain conditions
apply.

33. The booklet "Drive to Stay Alive"
which is published by the Road
Traffic Authority for the
instruction of learner drivers makes
reference to the effect-of alcohol
and drugs in relation to driving.

(2) Continuing evaluation of these matters
will be made.

(3) As indicated in (1) present policy
embraces the proposals.

HEALTH: DRUGS
Abuse

1035. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for HeIalth:
(1) What has been the response of the State

Government to the call contained in the
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1917 Report of the Senate Standing
Committee on social welfare dealing
with drug problems in Australia, for all
governments to declare a set of clearly
stated goals in the area of drug abuse?

(2) What are the goals of the Western
Australian Government in the area of
drug abuse, including the addictive
drugs, alcohol and tobacco?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) The State Government, together with
Federal and other State Governments, is
working towards the development of a
realistic policy to deal with drug
problems. To have effect, goals should
be set on an Australia-wide basis.

(2) The primary goal of the Western
Australian Government in the area of
drug abuse is to encourage by means
available to it, the responsible use of
drugs legally available in Western
Australia, to prevent illegal and legal
misuse of drugs and to endeavour to
ensure the most effective care for those
who are harmed by drug misuse,
whether obtained legally or illegally.

RECREATION: SPORT
Alcohol and Tobacco Products: Advertising

1036. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Recreation:

(1) What consideration has he given to the
recommendation contained in the Senate
Standing Committee's report on social
welfare dealing with drug abuse that
State Ministers responsible for youth,
sport and recreation should appeal to
Sportsmen and sportswomen not to lend
their names and prestige to the
promotion of alcoholic beverages and
tobacco products?

(2) (a) [Has he issued any such appeals;

(b) when and where were those appeals
made?

Mr P. V. JONES replied;
(1) and (2) 1 have noted the report and the

recommendation and, through clearly
formulated Government Policy
regarding tobacco promotion, a clear
lead has been demonstrated in this area.
Through the Department for Youth,
Sport and Recreation the Government
has, at every opportunity, made clear
that sporting associations who accept
sponsorship from tobacco companies will
not be co-sponsored in that activity from
Government funds.

TRA FFIC
"Road Crash". Use of Term

1037. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:
(1) What consideration, if any, has been

given to the recommendation contained
in the Senate Standing Committee's
report on sociak' Welfare dealing with
drug abuse-that governments use the
term 'road crash' instead of 'road

acc ident'?
(2) If the suggestion has not been

considered is he prepared to take it up
with his department?

Mr Q'NEIL replied:
(1) Consideration has been given to

different terminology.
(2) Since the expression "road crash" has

connotations of a major wreck, whereas
many road accidents are of a minor
nature, the latter expression is preferred.

EDUCATION: SCHOOLS
Kimberley, and Broomne Camp

1038. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Education:
(I) Who recommended the change of status

of Kimnberley schools from
disadvantaged schools to disadvantaged
country schools programme?

(2) Was there local consultation before the
change was implemented?

(3) (a) Was the allocation from the 1979
fund for the Broome camp school
made after consultation with the
school communities in Broome;

(b) if so, which community group or
committee made the allocation?
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(I) The State review committee of the

disadvantaged schools programme on
the 27th March, 1979.

(2) All Kimberley schools were invited to
demonstrate any real need to share in
both programmes. Consultation followed
in the case of the one school that replied.

(3) (a) Over the years there have been
many strong representations from
schools and community groups for a
camp school to serve the whole of
the Kimberley area.

(b) The disadvantaged country areas
programme funds are made
available to the State which, in
allocating funds to declared areas,
seeks advice from school-
community groups about their
needs and priorities.

TRANSPORT: WOOL
Farmers' Vehicles

1039. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is he aware that the Farmers' Union and

some farmers continue to offer strenuous
opposition to regulations which require
wool to be carted to the nearest rail head
for transportation to port or sale and do
not allow it to be carted in farmers' own
vehicles?

(2) Have a number of approaches been
made to him or to the Transport
Commission concerning this issue?

(3) If so, have approaches and submissions
been given due and proper
consideration?

(4) Is it factual that if the restrictions were
lifted, the result would be that further
losses would be incurred by Westrail in
operating freight services which are
essential for some commodities produced
by or required by farmers, or that other
freight rates would need to rise?

(5) Has any calculation been made of the
overall impact on freights of
commodities other than wool if
regulations restricting the cartage of
wool to Westrail were removed?

(6) If so, what are the results of those
calculations?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(I) to (3) Yes.
(4) There is no factual data to prove this

assumption but it would almost certainly
be the case,

(5) and (6) Revenue from rail haulage of
wool (or year ending the 30th June,
1979, was $3.5 million and as a broad
estimate it is anticipated that at least
50% of this could be lost from rail if
restrictions were lifted.
Westrail would have to examine ways of
recouping this loss, assuming
continuation of regular train services,
and freight increases would be the main
opt ion available.

LAND: KARRATHA
Motel Site

1040. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Lands:

(1) With respect to sale of land for the
purpose of a motel at Karratha, why is it
necessary for intending applicants to
submit with their application detailed
plans of proposed development, taking
into account that costs of such plans
may exceed several thousand dollars?

(2) Why is it not possible for initial
applications to contain simple
development proposals at much less cost,
on the basis that detailed development
proposals can hi provided if initial
applications appear suitable?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(I) and (2) This release has been made
under section 45A of the Land Act and
in the event of multiple applications
which the department must anticipate
the allocation will be made by a land
board constituted under section 135.
The board must have specific proposals
to judge adequately the merits of any
particular application. In the event of
any applicant suggesting licensed
premises the proposals must be
sufficiently detailed to refer to the
Licensing Court. Having regard to the
value of the land, $236 000, and its area,
1.5962 hectares, any expenditure on
plans by genuine potential developers is
insignificant.

1885



1886 [ASSEMBLY]

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Coconut Welli, Broome

1041. Mr DAVIES. to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

(1) Have lot-holders of Coconut well near
Broome applied for a power line to their
lots?

(2) If so, what is the total cost of providing
the electricity over the 10.7 km
distance?

(3) Are costs to be shared by the consumers
and the Government or solely by the
consumers?

(4) What deposit is required before the
service is introduced?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) As at the 25th May, 1979; the total cost

was estimated to be $132 765 or
approximately $9 000 per connection.

(3) In the north-west areas generally, the
differential between the cost of supply
and the standard tariffs charged for
power is very considerable and the loss
which the State Energy Commission
incurs in these areas leaves no room for
assistance in the capital cost of
extensions. Therefore, the consumers
concerned must meet the full capital
cost.

(4) Before extension work can proceed, it is
necessary for the full moneys to be paid
by the consumers.

RAILWAYS AND BUSES
Accidents, Injuries, and Deaths

1042. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) How many passengers on Westrail

suburban trains have been-
(a) injured;
(b) killed;
in each of the past 20 years?

(2) How many passengers on MTT buses
have been-
(a) injured;
(b) killed;
in each of the past 20 years?

in each of the past 20 years?
(4) How many times have Westrail

suburban trains been involved in-
(a) collisions;
(b) other kinds of accidents;
in each of the past twenty years?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) to (4) This information is subject to old

dated records still being available and
will take several days to extract.
I will forward to the member whatever
data is available.

RAILWAYS: FREMANTLE-PERTH
Closure: Bus Services

1043. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister
Transport:

for

(1) Will appropriate seats for persons who
normally use wheelchairs be installed on
buses from Perth to Fremantle if the
railway line is closed?

(2) What other modifications will be made
to buses on the Perth-Fremantle route?

(3) Are some physically handicapped
persons afraid to use road transport
because their injuries resulted from road
accidents?

(4) What procedures are used currently to
enable persons wearing heavy leg braces
and persons in wheelchairs to embark
and disembark buses?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) to (4) It is considered the most

appropriate method of handling this
specialised need is via specially equipped
vehicles.
The various agencies concerned with
physically handicapped people already
provide these services for their charges.
However, the aspect of whether any
additional service is necessary in the
area of public transport is currently
under consideration.

INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS
Safety Inspector's Report

(3) How many times have MTT buses been 1044. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Labour
involved in- and Industry:
(a) collisions; (1) is it a fact that the administrative
(b) other kinds of accidents; instruction referred to in his answer to

1886



[Wednesday, 15th August, 19791 88

question 942 of 1979 prohibits an officer
from making documents available only
if that action is not in the course of his
official duty and is done without the
express permission of the permanent
head of the department?

(2) Can his department provide details as to
what section of the Construction and
Safety Act prevents the Permanent
Head of the Department of Labour and
Industry authorising the release of a
copy of a safety inspector's report to a
worker injured in a serious accident on a
building site?

(3) Is it a fact that there is no law,
regulation or administrative instruction
that prevents the Permanent Head of
the Department of Labour and Industry
from making a copy of a safety
inspector's report on an accident on a
building site available to a Worker
injured in such an accident?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) The particular administrative instructi on
prohibits an officer from giving
information or disclosing the contents of
documents except in the course of his
official duties and with the express
permission of the permanent head.

(2) The Construction Safety Act has no
specific provision to prevent the release
of accident investigation reports.

(3) The purpose of investigating accidents is
to determine the cause and take
measures to prevent a recurrence in
similar circumstances. As a result of
legal advice, it is policy not to provide
information which may lead to common
law action until such time as any
common law action has commenced.

TRAFFIC: DRIVERS
Licences: Probationary

1045. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:

(1) What was the reason for the
introduction of the present system of
issuing probationary drivers' licences?

(2) During the past 1 2 months how many
Road Traffic Authority examiners have
been involved in traffic accidents or
injured whilst conducting drivers' licence
examinations?

(3) Is it a fact that it would be safer and
more satisfactory for persons being
examined, Road Traffic Authority
examiners, and the motoring public, if
all applicants for examination were
required before hand to furnish evidence
of certain minimum practical experience
or training?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) To impress importance of developing

responsible driving behaviour at an early
stage by imposing speed restrictions and
mandatory driver licence suspension for
more serious offences.

(2)

(3)

Twelve accidents, one of which involved
injury not requiring sick leave.
Applicants for driver licences may
receive a learner's permit allowing them
to gain practical driving experience.
It is not considered that evidence of
minimum practical experience or
training is a gauge of competency and
country applicants normally gain
experience in an off road situation.
The period of tuition required varies
between persons and competence is
normally demonstrated at the early
stage of a test.

HEALTH: HANDICAPPED PERSONS
Transport

1046. Mr DAVIES, to the
Transport:

Minister for

(1) Is it fact that the following
organizations which cater for physically
and mentally handicapped and the
infirm, are in close proximity to the
Perth-Fremantle railway line-
(a) Graylands hostel-Mental Health

Services;shled
(b) North Fremantle

workshop for
handicapped;

(c) Mosman Park deaf
school;

(d) Leminos Hospital, Shei
(e) Royal Perth F

Hospital, Shenton ParI

mentally

and dumb

mon Park;
tehabilitation
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(0) Selby community centre, Shenton
Park;,

(g) Para-Quad Industries, Shenton
Park;

(h) Hollywood High School;
0I) Perth Modern School;
(j) King Edward Memorial Hospital;

(k) Mental Health Service hostels near
Karrakatta and Leederville stations;

(1) elderly persons homes;,
(in) Hollywood Repatriation Hospital?

(2) Is he also aware that mentally
handicapped are taught how to catch
trains and get off at the appropriate
station?

(3) What steps has he taken to consult with
any and all of the groups involved, and
the mental health services on the effects
of closure of the railway for mentally
and physically handicapped, infirm or
elderly?

(4) If he has not consulted with these
groups, have any of his Cabinet
colleagues done so?

(5) If "No" to (4), will he or they now do
so?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) It is accepted that only a portion of the

institutions mentioned are within a
convenient distance to use rail transport.

(2) Yes. I am also aware that they are
educated in how to catch buses and get
off at the appropriate stop.

(3) I am aware that the various institutions
caring for physically and mentally
handicapped people provide special
services for their charges and that they
also educate them in the use of public
transport.
If any anxiety from these institutions is
brought to my attention, I will have the
matters given rull consideration.

(4) and (5) Refer to answer (3).

WATER SUPPLIES: DAMS
Volume

1047. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Water
Supplies:

(1) What is the comparative volume of
water held in each of the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Board's reservoirs on the 14th August in
each of the last five years?

(2) What summers during this period had
water restrictions applied?

(3) If no restrictions are to be applied in the
coming summer, what percentage of the
water supply is estimated to be needed
from underground sources?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Storage in each of the board's major

reservoirs on the 14th August in each of
the last five years (in thousands of cubic
metres) was-

1979
1978
1 977
1976
1975
1974

Canning
37 503
42618
21 7l3
28693
63 195
95 506

Serpentine
62 594
81 388
65 379
98 770

152 531
176 193

5th.
Dandalup

52531
57648
72761

109 162
121 058
109826

(2) 1977-78 and 1978-79.
(3) 44%-46%.

1048. This question was postponed.

TRANSPORT
Air Fares

1049. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Can he advise what the State

Government's policy is towards:,
(a) the end of parallel scheduling on

flights from Perth to the Eastern
States and return;

(b) reducing regular domestic air fares;
(c) reducing air fares for passengers

who depart Perth to take overseas
flights from the Eastern States?

(2) Is he aware that passengers departing
from the Eastern States who fly via
Perth to Asia, Africa and Europe pay
almost the same fares as are paid by
people who leave from Perth?

(3) Can he explain how the airlines are able
to charge similar prices for passengers
departing overseas from Perth and the
Eastern States when Perth passengers
are required to pay heavy costs to catch
connecting flights overseas which leave
from the Eastern States?

1888



IWednesday, 15th August. I1979J]88

(4) Can he advise the current state of
negotiations with the Commonwealth in
respect of the matters raised in question
(1)?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) (a) We have made it Clear to the
Commonwealth that we do not
believe Western Australia is well
served by the existing schedules and
that we are looking for the two
domestic airlines to institute more
beneficial schedules. We have said
that one way of achieving this may
be to require the airlines to space
arrivals and departures throughout
the day, but with the proviso that
sufficient capacity is always
available at whatever are the
preferred travel times. I should add
that parallel scheduling by
competing carriers at preferred
travel times is a feature of airline
operations throughout the world.

(b) We have made many
representations to the
Commonwealth at Premier to
Prime Minister, ministerial and
official level about domestic air
fares. We have also made
representations to the airlines
themselves. Current representations
focus on the advantages that would
flow to Westeri Australia from
ibcreasing the flagfall component
and decreasing the distance
component on the long airline
sectors such as to Western
Australia. We are quite certain that
the long sectors-are Currently cross-
subsidising. the short sectors.

(c) The Government virtually led the
campaign to secure a domestic add-
on as opposed to the normal rare.
We were only partially successful
and we would still like to see lower
add-ons with less restrictions on
them. I touch on this issue again
later in this answer.

(2) Yes.

(3) As a generalisation, international flights
originating in Sydney can be filled by
Eastern States passengers. It follows

(60)

that on westbound flights that stop in
Perth, the international carriers have to
deliberately carry empty seats across
Australia to enable Perth passengers to
join the flight. The international
operators argue that since it costs just as
much to provide a seat from Perth to
London as it does from Sydney to
London, they have little option but to
charge roughly the same fare out of both
Sydney and Perth. They say that unless
they did this it would be more attractive
to them to fill the aircraft in Sydney and
omit Perth altogether.

They also make the point that if they
were to charge passengers who board in
Sydney an add-on between Sydney and
Perth, such passengers could well opt to
take a flight that omits Perth. If enough
passengers originating in Sydney opted
for this it would have a disastrous effect
on frequencies through Perth.

Thus, what we are in effect paying for is
higher frequencies through Perth than
the traffic generated here warrants.

In the reverse direction-that is, across
the Pacific-the flights originate in
Sydney and there is no directly
connecting international service out of
Perth to Sydney. The transcontinental
flight is thus considered to be domestic
and therefore domestic add-ons. apply.

If flights were to originate here for the
United States the operator would be
carrying a very high proportion of empty
seats across the continent, up to 350 in
fact in a 8747.

Whilst I am prepared to accept that
there may be some justification for the
fare construction on westboundnfights, I
entirely agree that we are still severely
disadvantaged on the eastbound flights.

The work we have done to secure at
least some concessions by way of a
domestic add-on and our efforts to
persuade the Commonwealth to allow
the internationals to quote an add-on
reflect our concern.

(4) It is not a question of negotiating with
the Commonwealth. It is a question of
persuading them and we have certainly
not stopped trying to do that.
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TIMBER
Sa wmils

1050. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Forests:

(1) How many sawmills operate in Western
Australia at present?

(2) Where are they located?

(3) Who is the owner of each mill?

(4) How many people does each mill
employ?

(5) What is the size of each mill's log
allocation from State and private
forests?

(6) How much softwood and hardwood does
each mill process?

(7) What percentage of the total volume of
sawlogs produced from Western
Australian State forests is each mill's
log allocation from State forests?

(8) What percentage of the total volume of
sawlogs cut in Western Australia is each
mill's log allocation?

(9) What changes in ownership of sawmills
have taken place in the last 10 years?

(10) What changes in the volumes cut by
each sawmill have taken place in the last
10 years? ,

(11) What changes in the number of people
employed by each sawmill have taken
place in the last 10 years?

(12) At what stage is the proposed
development of the Westralian Forest
Industries particle board mill?

(13) What commitments of pulpwood,
woodchips, etc., have been made to this
mill?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) As at the 1st December, 1978, 75
sawmills were registered to operate on
Crown land and 58 sawmills were
registered to operate on private
property. However, some of the sawmills
operate only intermittently during the
year.

(2) to (11) The information is not readily
available in the form required and these
questions would involve well over 1 000
individual answers which would take an
inordinate amount of time to prepare.
Under the provisions of the Forests Act,
the member is free to search the
information required under questions
(2), (3), (5) and (9) from individual
permit documents available to the public
for inspection on payment of the
prescribed fee. Consideration will be
given to waivure of the fee should the
search be conducted by a member of
Parliament. In addition, the answers to
questions (4), (6), (10) and (11) are not
available on a single unit basis in
accordance with normal statistical
procedures.

(12) The Westralian Forest Industries Ltd.
particle board mill at Dardanup was
commissioned in January, 1978, and is
now in operation.

(13) Under the Wesply (Dardanup)
Agreement Authorisation of 1975, the
company is entitled to a maximum of
.330 000 tonnes per year of raw material
suitable for particle board manufacture,
the majority of which is expected to be
processed at Dardanup.

ALUMINA REFINERY
Worsley

1051. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Mines:

(1) Has the Government received
recommendations from the
Environmental Protection Authority
concerning the Worsley alumina project
environmental review and management
programme?

(2) If so-

(a) Will he
recommendations:

table those

(b) when were the recommendations
received?
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Mr MENSAROS replied'.
(1) and (2) The Environmental Protection

Authority submitted its advice and
recommendations on the draft ERMP
for the Worsley alumina project on the
29th March, 1979. A final ERMP is
now being prepared by the joint
venturers taking into account the EPA
recommendations. This final ERMP
should be lodged shortly.

BIRDS: WATERFOWL

Red Mad Lakes

1052. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:
(1) How many water fowl died on the Alcoa

red mud lakes at Kwinana on a monthly
basis from October 1977 to April 1979?

(2) What were the numbers of each species
involved?

(3) What methods to deter water fowl
strikes have been implemented at these
red mud lakes during 1978 and 1979?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(I) 1977: October 2, November 5,

December 12.
1978: January 13, February 6, March 8,
April 9, May 17, June 3, July Nil,
August 6, September 2, October 2,
November 7, December 6.
1979: January 4, February 16, March
20, April 6.

(2) Black swans-OS.
Mountain duck-I.
Black ducks-2.
Coot-2.
White-faced herons-2.
Blue-billed duck-I.
Unidentified-28.

(3) (a) High powered (1 000 watt) spot
lights scanning the water surface
and floating reflectors to provide
visual break-up of the surface.

(b) Wire, with flagging tape attached,
strung across open water areas
illuminated at night with flood
lights.

1053. This question was postponed.

STATE FORESTS
Reforestation: Pine

1054. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Forests:
(1) What is the area of State forest that has

been cleared for pine reforestation
during 1978 and 1979?

(2) How much of this area was contained
within that area of State forests known
as the Donnybrook sunklands?

(3) In which State forest block within the
Donnybrook sunklands did that clearing
occur?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) The area of State forest cleared for pine

planting was-
1978-1630 ha.
1979-3689 ha.

(2) The area cleared for pine planting in the
Donnybrook Sunkland was-

1978-1189 ha.
1978-1711 ha.

(3) This clearing took place in Quilergup,
McGregor, Molloy, Susse", Cambray
blocks.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Darling Range: Land Use Policies

1055. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Premier:

(1) Has the Government established a
means for developing land use policies
and options for the Darling Range and
for co-ordinating land use planning by
the several Government agencies
concerned, as recommended by the
Environmental Protection Authority in
bulletin n~umber 50, relating to the
Wagerup Alumina Refinery proposal by
Alcoa of Australia Ltd.?

(2) Has the mining and management
planning group been formed as an
interim committee to effect this
recommendation?

(3) If this, or any other committee(s), have
been established to effect this
recommendation, what are their terms
of reference?

(4) Who are the members of those
committees and what departments are
they representing?
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Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

(1) As 1 announced on the 24th July, the
Government is in the process of
establishing a Darling Range study
group. The group will make a
comprehensive study of land use in the
Darling Range and report to
Government on land use policy options
and the co-ordination of land use
planning by the various departments and
other agencies involved. The staffing of
the study group is currently being
arranged.

(2) No. The mining and management
programme liaison group has been
established specifically to liaise with
Alcoa on the preparation of that
company's mining and rehabilitation
plans and to advise the Government on
t he acceptability of those plans.

(3) To allow for adequate flexibility'formal
terms of reference have not been
established for (he Darling Range study
group and the mining and management
programme liaison group, however the
functions of these groups are as stated in
(1) and (2) above. The Government has
also decided to establish a Research Co-
ordinating Committee to determine
research priorities for the Darling Range
and adjacent areas and to co-ordinate
funding of research from Government
and private sources. Further information
is given in my announcements of the
24th July and the 14th August.

(4) The Government members of the
Research Co-ordinating Committee
are-

Mr B. J. Beggs, Conservator of
Forests, Chairman;

Mr C. J1. Porter, Director,
Department of Conservation and
Environment;

Mr S. T. Smith, Deputy Director of
Agriculture;

Mr H. R. Hunt, Chief Engineer,
Metropolitan Water Board;

Mr K. J. Kelsall, Deputy Director
of Engineering, Public Works
Department.

Private industry will be represented on
the Research Co-ordinating Committee
by-

Mr G. White of Alcoa of Australia
Ltd, representing the mining
industry;

Mr E, Sprengel of Millers (WA)
Pty Lid, representing the timber
industry;

Mr W. Boetcher of the Farmers'
Union; and

Mr J, Samson of the Pastoralists
and Graziers Association,
representing agricultural
interests.

The membership of the mining and
management programme liaison group
is-

Mr S. Hohnen, Department of
Industrial Development.
Chairman;

Mr W. Benson, Metropolitan
Water Board;

Mr P. MciNamara, Forests
Department;

Dr M. Mulcahy, Department of
Conservation and Environment;
and

Mr B. Sadler, Public Works
Department.

Iseek leave to table copies of Press releases
dated the 24th July, 1979, and the 14th August,
1979, which have relevance to the foregoing
questions and answers.

The Press releases were tabled (see paper No.
281).

CONSERVATION AND
ENVIRON MENT

THE

Conserva tion Through Reserves Committee:
Reports

1056. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) What recommendations of the
Environmental Protection Authority
concerning the conservation through
reserves committee reports relating the
systems 1-5 and 7-12 which have been
endorsed by Cabinet as national parks or
reserves have been proclaimed or
gazetted?

(2) What was the date of each proclamation
or gazettal?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied;
(I) System 7 is under consideration. There

are 138 recommendations in systems 1-5
and 8-12 inclusive involving over 300
action items, and it is not possible to
collate and up-date the information
quickly.

(2) As each action is completed the
requested information is available from
the Lands and Surveys Department.

FUEL
Liquid Petroleum Gas

1057. Mr HERZFELD, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(1) What is the unit price of liquid
petroleum gas in Perth?

(2) How does this compare with super
petrol?

(3) What is the source of supply of liquid
petroleum gas available in Perth?

(4) To what extent could the existing
industry serve motor cars willing to
convert to liquid petroleum gas?

(5) Is it his intention to take av~tion to
extend this capability?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) The retail price of LPG for automotive

use is 1 6.4c per litre.
(2) The retail price of petrol from self

service stations is approximately 28.4c
per litre.

(3) The majority of the LPG sold in Perth is
produced at the BP refinery at Kwinana
and some imports from Victoria are
required to meet peak winter demands.

(4) Only to a very limited extent because
there are a limited number of supply
outlets available to the private motorist.
Vehicle fleet owners can be supplied as
they would be able to hold LPC fuel,
stocks in their vehicle depots.

(5) The Government is encouraging the
industry to increase the supply of LPC
to meet customer demands.

EDUCATION
School Based Funding

1058. Mr I-ERZFELD, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Refierring to the pilot scheme introduced

at three high schools in 1978 entitled

"school based funding" will he indicate
whether the scheme is still proceeding?

(2) (a) Have other schools been included;
(b) if so, which ones?

(3) (a) Has any evaluation of the scheme
taken place; and

(b) if so will he indicate the results?
(4) When will the evaluation stage be

completed?
Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) and (b) Balga Senior High School.
(3) and (4) Evaluation is being undertaken

during 1979-80.

LIQUOR
Function Permits

1059. Mr HERZFELD, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) Does the Liquor Act 1970-1978 make
provision for the issue of a function
permit on licensed premises such as a
tavern during periods when the premises
are not permitted to trade?

(2) If "No", would he investigate the need
for such a provision in the Act whereby
section 43 would apply equally to
licensed premises?

(3) Would he advise me of the outcome of
his investigations?

Mr O'N El replied:
(1) No, but attention is drawn to

availability of occasional permits
authorised by section 24(10) of
Liquor Act.

(2) The matter will be examined.
(3) Yes.

the
as

the

1060. This question was postponed.

MINING: STATE BATTERY

Peak Hill
1061. Mr PEARCE. to the Minister for Mines:

(1) When was the State battery at Peak Hill
closed?

(2) Are the buildings and machinery still at
Peak Hill?

(3) If not, how were they disposed of?
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Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) 1965.
(2) and (3) Buildings and machinery have

been dismantled and partly utilised in
various other State batteries. The
balance to be transported to the
Kalgoorlic State Battery.

POLICE: FIREARMS
Air Rifles

1062. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:

(1) Is it necessary for air rifles to be
licensed?

(2) If so, will he give details of-
(a) the reason for this;
(b) the cost?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) (a) They are a *firearm within the

meaning of the Firearms Act.
(b) $5 for an original licence, $2 to be

added to an existing licence.

DOCUMENTS AND STATUTORY
DECLARATIONS

Witnessing by Telecom Employees

1063. Mr PEARCE, to the Chief Secretary:

What power to witness documents and
statutory declarations does an employee
of Telecom Australia have?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
The Declarations and Attestations Act
provides that where any statutory
declaration is to be made before a
justice of the peace or any instrument is
to be signed or executed before a justice
of the peace, the declaration may be
made before several other categories of
persons. These include classified officers
of the State and Commonwealth Public
Services.
It follows that if an employee of
Telecom Australia is a classified officer
of the Commonwealth Public Service he
may exercise powers similar to those
conferred on a commissioner for
declarations.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Powers of Justices of the Peace

1064. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:

What powers of a Justice of the Peace is
a member of State Parliament entitled
to exercise?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
Any instrument that may be signed or
executed in the presence of a justice of
the peace may be signed or executed in
the presence of a member of this
Parliament, unless statutorily excluded.
Members of Parliament have no power
to administer oaths or take affidavits.

SHOPPING CENTRES
Public Toilets

1065. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Health:,

What are the requirements for public
toilets in shopping centres?

Mr YOUNG replied:
There are no regulatory requirements.
However, the Health Act empowers a
local health authority to make a by-law
to require the provision of toilet
accommodation in shopping complexes.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Gosnells

1066. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Education:

Have funds been allocated for the
construction of Stage 4 of the Gosnells
Senior High School?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:.
No.

EDUCATION: SCHOOL
Grovclands

1067. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Has it been decided that Grovelands.
Primary School will cater for students
up to year 4in 1980?
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(2) If so, is it a fact that there will be
sufficient rooms to cater for year 5
students as well?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), why has it not been
decided to cater for year 5 students in
1980?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) Consultations are still being

held between officers of the Education
Department and local parents to help
determine the future direction of
children to primary schools in Westfield.

HOSPITALS
Geriatric Pa tientis

1068. MrT BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Will he advise the Parliament if it is a
fact that geriatric patients in acute

* hospital beds are to be charged $6.40 a
day, to put them on the same scale of
fees as those in "C"-class hospitals?

(2) If "Yes" will he advise why no public
announcement has been made about this
situation?

(3) Will he further advise if accounts are to
be rendered to patients without prior
announcement at the end of August or
September?

(4) If answer to (1), (2) and (3) is "Yes"
will he give reasons as to what has
brought about this charge?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) Yes. However, the proposals will not be
implemented until the Commonwealth-
State agreement in relation to the
provision of hospital services has been
amended. Long term in-patients who no
longer require hospital treatment will,
from a date yet to be fixed, be charged a
fee of $6.24 per day which is equivalent
to the patient contribution paid by
nursing home patients in State
Government nursing homes.

(2) A public announcement cannot be made
until the Commonwealth-State
agreement in relation to the provision of
hospital services has been amended.

(3) Patients will be advised prior to the
implementation of the proposed charges.

(4) Because of the lack of nursing home
accommodation in most country areas
many nursing home type patients are
cared for in acute hospitals. It is
inequitable for such patients to receive
nursing home care free whilst patients in
nuriing homes are required to contribute
towards this care and treatment.

PUBLIC RELATIONS CONSULTANT
W. W. Mitchell

1069. Mr BATEMAN, to the Premier:

(1) Did he see the article in the Daily News
opinfion on Monday, the 13th August,
1979, written by W. W. Mitchell,
accusing the Daily News of not doing
honest reporting for taxpayers regarding
the closure of the Frernantle to Perth
railway?

(2) Will he advise the Parliament how much
of the taxpayers' money has been spent
by his and' other departments in
acquiring the services of W. W. Mitchell
as a public relations consultant in the
past financial year?

(3) If not, why not?
Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) $19070.
(3) Answered by (2).

LOTITERIES
Unclaimed Winnings

1070. MrT BATEMAN, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) How much money has been unclaimed
by lottery winners since 1 st July, 1978 to
30th June, 1979?

(2) Can he further advise what period of
time elapses before a lottery winner has
no further claim on his ticket?

(3) To what fund and for what purpose are
the unclaimed moneys deposited?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1)
(2)
(3)

$201 000.
Seven years.
Accumulated Funds. Available for
distribution to charity.
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NATURAL GAS: PIPELINE
Damnpier-Perth

1071. Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(1) Will he advise why the people to be
affected by the development of the
proposed Dampier-Perth gas pipeline
were not notified by letter as to the
effect this development would have on
their properties?

(2) Will he further advise why the
notification appeared in the business and
investment page in The West Australian
newspaper on 7th July, and not in the
public notices?

(3) Is it fact that the present proposed route
for the pipeline through the foothills
area, if constructed, would cause untold
destruction of trees, etc.?

(4) (a) If answer to (3) is "Yes" would he
be prepared to view an alternative
route which will save this
destruction;

(b) if not, why not?
Mr MENSAROS replied:
(I) to (4) The question refers to the issue of

the draft environmental review and
management programme for the
Dampier to Perth pipeline by the State
Energy Commission. This is the first
stage only of an extensive process of
public consultation and assessment
which will lead to a final clearance of
the route after which the matters raised
by the honourable member will be dealt
with.

TRAFFIC
Westield Street

1072. Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is it fact that Westfield Street,
Maddington. has become the main road
through the area?

(2) Is he aware that hundreds of cars, at
high speed, use this road during the day
and night?

(3) Is he also aware that possibly a
dangerous situation exists, as this road is
used extensively by children and
pedestrians attending the local schools
and shopping centre?

(4) Are residents living in the street upset
by the noise level being created by the
build up of traffic, especially in the
evenings?

(5) (a) If answer to (4) is "Yes" would he
have a noise level reading taken to
verify the residents' complaints;

(b) if not, why not?
(6) (a) If answer to (1) and (2) is "Yes"

would his department cul-de-sac
one of the dangerous corners of the
street, in order to reduce the
current level of speed;

(b) if not, why not?
(7) (a) Will he arrange for a complete and

thorough investigation of this road;
(b) if not, why not?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Westfield Street is a local collector

street servicing the Maddington area
and is the responsibility of the Gosnells
City Council.

(2) Average daily traffic of 2 280 vehicles
has been recorded. The problem of
vehicles exceeding the speed limit occurs
throughout the metropolitan area and is
a matter of concern to the Road Traffic
Authority and others.

(3) 1 will arrange for an investigation of the
accident record to be undertaken.

(4) 1 am not aware of any complaints of this
nature.

(5) (a) and (b) This would be a matter for
the Gosnells City Council to take up
with the Public Health Deparment.

(6) (a) and (b) This would be a question for
Gostiells City Council to consider.

(7) (a) and (b) As the road is the sole
responsibility of the Gosnells City
Council, any investigation into its
adequacy should be initiated by the
council.

ROAD
Gosnelis-Mdidland

1073. Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Will he advise if the proposed foothills
route from Gosnells to Midland is to be
classified as a controlled access road?
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(2) If "Yes" will his department be
responsible for the erection of protective
fencing along this road?

(3) If answer to (2) is "Yes" will he advise
if compensation will be paid to those
land owners who already have erected
rences along the road boundary?

(4) If not, why not?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(I) It is proposed that this route will have
full control of access.

(2) Yes, where such fencing is considered
necessary.

(3) and (4) The question of payment of
compensation to landowners who have
already erected fences along the road
boundary is being investigated by the
Main Roads Department. I will write to
the honourable member when the
investigation has been completed.

EDUCATION: SCHOOL
Wandarra

1074. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Education:

When will the replacement seating for
the sheltered assembly area be supplied
to the Wandarra primary school?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

The Wandarra Parents and Citizen's
Association has transferred seating from
the Bristol rooms to the covered
assembly area and there is no plan to
remove and replace this seating.

POLICE
Listening Devices

1075. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Police and Traffic:

(1) When was the Listening Devices Act
proclaimed?

(2) (a) How many prosecutions have so far
been brought under the Listening
Devices Act;

(b) under what sections respectively
were they brought; and

(c) how many convictions resulted?

(3) On how many occasions have members
of the Police Force been authorised to
use a listening device pursuant to section
4 (3)(a)(i) of the Listening Devices
Act?

(4) How many times have members of the
Police Force relied on section 4(3)(a)(iii)
of the Listening Devices Act for
immunity from the provision of section
4(l)?

(5) How many applications have been made
by the Commissioner of Police to him
under section 5 of the Listening Devices
Act?

Mr O'NE1L replied:
(1) 16th June, 1978.
(2) (a) 2.

(b) 4(l) (a).
(c) 2.

(3)
(4)
(5)

Five.
None.
Since section 5 does not refer to
applications from the Cummissioner of
Police to the Minister, the question is
not understood.

1076. This question was postponed.

POLICE: ASSEMBLIES AND
MARCHES

STREET

A CTU President: Conversation with Premier

1077. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premicr:

(1) When he was visiting Israel and
controversy was occurring in Australia
concerning section 54(B) of the Police
Act, did the President of the Australian
Council of Trade Unions telephone him
concerning section 54(B) and events
which had occurred and would occur in
consequence of it?

(2) If "Yes"-what did the President of the
Australian Council of Trade Unions
suggest on this question with a view to
avoiding a nationwide strike?

(3) Did this conversation continue for nearly
an hour?

(4) What was his response and why?
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Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

Tb. Premier has provided the following
reply-

()The President of the Australian
Council of Trade Unions discussed
with me by phone from Geneva,
when I was visiting Israel, the
industrial situation in Australia
following some arrests in the
Pilbara.

(2) The member should more
appropriately direct this question to
the President of the Australian
Council of Trade Unions. I regard
my wide ranging discussion. .with
Mr Hawke to be a Personal one.

(3) 1 am not in the habit of timing my
telephone conversations so it would
be difficult to say just for what
length of time I spoke with Mr
Hawke. It was a fairly lengthy call
but I doubt whether it was for
".nearly an hour".

(4) I discussed the points raised, but
made it clear the matter was being
ably dealt with by the Acting
Premier.
As I have stated on a great many
occasions, the Western Australian
Government is organised to cope
with all situations, and Mr Q'Neil,
as Acting Premier, aptly
demonstrated this in handling the
matter.

BUSINESS FRANCHISE (TOBACCO) ACT
Revenue

1078. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) When did the Business Franchise
(Tobacco) Act become law?

(2) How much money has been collected
under that Act in each year since it has
operated?

(3) What has become of the money
collected under that Act?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:
(1) 17th November, 1975.
(2) Year ending 30th June,

1979 $8.9 million
1978 $8.3 million
1977 $7.5 million
1976 $3.5 million (part year)

(3) 'Paid into Consolidated Revenue.

STATE FINANCE
Consolidated Revenue and General Loan Funds:

Balances
1079. Mr BERTRAM, to the Treasurer:

(1) Will he state:

(a) the balances of each of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund and
the Loan Fund as at 1:7.78,

(b) the balance of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund and the Loan Fund
as at 30.6.79?

(2) What adjustments to the Consolidated
Revenue Fund were made for accrued
salaries and wages for the year 1978-79?

(3) Were any other adjustments for accruals
or otherwise made to the Consolidated
Revenue Fund for the year 1978-79?

(4) (a) Are any adjustments made to the
Loan Fund receipts and payments
for accruals or otherwise;

(b) if "Yes"-what are they?
Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:
(1) (a) Consolidated Revenue

Fund $4022369
General Loan Fund $655 644

(b) Consolidated Revenue
Fund $4022369
General Loan Fund 3708 660

(2) The amount transferred to suspense in
respect of salaries earned but unpaid at
the 30th June was $6 849 137. This sum
was expended in the first pay period of
the current financial year.

(3) Amounts transferred to suspense in
respect of committed expenditure or
works in progress for which claims had
not been cleared at the 30th June were
as follows-
(i) 3200 000 from Miscellaneous

Services Division for the City of
Perth, being a grant to assist with
the construction of a
conservatory-claim pending.

(ii) $2 306 510 from Miscellaneous
Services Division, being the balance
of funds allocated for stimulation of
employment-maintenance and
minor works-works in progress,
claims outstanding.

(iii) $97 191 from Department of
Industrial Development vote-pay-
roll tax concessions for 1978-79
approved but not paid at the 30th
June.
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(iv) S53 943 from
Industrial
vote--co nsu Itancy
due but account
30th June.

(4) No.

Department of
Development

fees-payment
not received at

igust, 1979] 1899

(9) The media took issue on 13th June,
1919, although other union members
had been dealt with under its provisions
in July, 1977.

(10) 21st June, 1979.
(11) (a) Yes.

(b) 24.
(12) 14th August, 1979.

POLICE ACT
Section 54B

1080. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Police and Traffic:

As to section 54(B) of the Police Act:

(1)
(2)

On what date did it become law?
What then existing mischiefs or
difficulties was it designed to deal
with?

(3) When was the first prosecution
made under it?

(4) How many summonses have been
issued under it?

(5) How many arrests have been made
under it?

(6) How many convictions have
occurred under it?

(7) How many cases are currently
pending under it?

(8) Where have each of the charges
brought alleged to have occurred?

(9) On what date did public
controversy break out in respect to
it?

(10) On what day did the nation-wide
strike occur in respect to it?

(11) (a) Have charges been made under
it since public controversy
commenced;

(b) if "Yes", how many?
(12) When was the last charge laid

under it?
Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) 14th January, 1977.
(2) Public meetings, assemblies and

processions.
(3) July, 1977.
(4) 28.
(5) 11.
(6) 4.
(7) 35.
(8) Fremantle, Port Hedland, Karratha,

Dampier and Roebourne.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN: PREMIER

Visit to Israel
1081. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) Did he visit any power plants when he

visited Israel recently?
(2) If "Yes"-

(a) which ones;
(b) where; and
(c) why?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

The Premier has provided the following
answer-
(1) and (2) If the member refers to the

normal large scale power
generating plants, the answer is
"No".
But I did inspect some small scale
solar energy experimental power
plants in operation.
In addition, I discussed the broader
aspects of energy policy with the
Israeli Minister for Energy.

LAND
Settlement Agencies

1082. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) How much longer will it be before he
will make another attempt to legislate
for the control of land settlement
agencies?

(2) What are the reasons for his apparent
delay in this matter?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:
(1) and (2) A Bill is currently being drafted

for the Government's consideration.
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POLICE
Fitzroy Crossing

1083. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Police and Traffic:

(1) Has the Commissioner of Police had
correspondence with the Aboriginal
legal service concerning the matter of
the transfer of the Police sergeant
stationed at Fitzroy Crossing?

(2) If "Yes", will he produce copies thereof?
(3) If "No", why?
(4) (a) Has a final decision been made

concerning this proposed transfer or
transfer:

(b) if "Yes", what was it?
Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) and (4) The matter is under review by

the Commissioner of Police who is now
in the north-west on annual inspection of
stations.

TRAFFIC: OFF-ROAD VEHICLES
Control of Vehicles (Off-road areas) Act

1084. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for Local
Govirnment:
(1) Has the Control of Vehicles (Off-road

areas) Act been proclaimed?
(2) (a) If "Yes", when; and

(b) why has the delay occurred?
Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) and (2) Please see my answer to

question 932 on Wednesday, 8th
August, 1979.

PRISONS: INMATES
Women

1085. Mr BERTRAM, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) Is it a fact that in most prisons women
are denied many of the varied
opportunities and facilities available to
male prisoners?

(2) (a) Are there adequate facilities for
women for vocational training;

(b) if "Yes", will he detail them?

(3) Is there a lack of pre and post natal
facilities for women?

(4) Are women given the same opportunities
as men so far as work release is
concerned?

Mr
(1)

O'NEIL replied:
Because of the fewer numbers of women
imprisoned there is only one women's
prison, at Bandyop (apart from the work
release hostel at Highgate). Hence,
female prisoners do not have the same
access as their male counterparts to
farm prisons or other medium and
minimum security facilities in different
geographical areas of the State. There is
a move at present to allow women to be
transferred for Short periods of time to
male prisons throughout the State where
there are female facilities available in
order to allow for home visits, etc. It is
hoped that with proposed prison
renovations, the construction of the new
prison at Boulder (including a female
section) and the proposed advertisement
of female prison officer positions in the
outstations, wider opportunities for
women prisoners will be available.

(2) (a) and (b) Women prisoners at
Bandyup have access to educational
programmes and handicraft
activities. A laundry, kitchen, and
gardens provide some work
opportunities. Preliminary
investigations of a trade training
programme for women prisoners
have begun. There are not adequate
facilities at Bandyup for large scale
vocational training; however, this
situation is presently under review.

(3) Present policy is that pregnant prisoners
should receive adequate pre-natal care
from appropriate sources outside the
prison and should be allowed to keep
their babies within the institutions
providing prison security or the interests
of the child are not jeopardized.

(4) There is a work release hostel for women
at Highgate which houses a maximum
of seven women. Because of present
eligibility criteria for work release,
comparatively fewer women than men
are eligible for work release. These
criteria are at present under review.
Because of the smaller numbers of
women imprisoned there are fewer
facilities for female work releases.
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RECREATION

Drags and Tobacco Products: Deaths

1086. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Health:

How many people in this State are dying
each year from conditions caused wholly
or substantially by-
(a) the smoking of cigarettes;
(b) the use of bard drugs?

Mr
(a)

YOUNG replied:
and (b) It has been estimated that the
number of deaths occurring in Western
Australia in excess of those that would
occur in the absence of smoking is about
1 300 per year. The number of deaths
from poisoning with hard drugs in this
State for the 12 months ended 30th
June, 1979 was seven.

STATE FINANCE

Consolidated Revenue Fund: Unpaid Moneys

1087. Mr BERTRAM, to the Treasurer:

As at 30th June, 1979, what moneys
were due to the Consolidated Revenue
Fund but unpaid fromn-
(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)

State Energy Commission;
Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage and Drainage Board;
port authorities;
State Engineering Works;
Rural and Industries Bank;
any other Government
instrumentalities?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

(a) and (b) Nil:

(c) Accumulated interest outstanding from
port authorities at 30th. June, 1979,
because of inability to pay amounted to
$6 626 981;

(d) and (e) Nil;

(f) Interest and sinking fund payments
which were payable in 1978-79 but were
received after the close of the Financial
year totalled $15 564.

State and Federal Governments:
Commitment

Financial

l088. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

In each of the last five years what has
been the annual financial commitment
to sport and recreation in this State by
the-
(a) State Government;
(b) Federal Government?

Mr O'Neil
replied:
(a) and (b)

1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
197 8-79

(for Sir CHARLES COURT)

State
Contribution

$
I 115 951
1 979 933
4014488
4 289 732
4 225 812

Commonwealth
Contribution

1 738000
539 000
761 000
I27 000
780000

FUEL: TAX

Distribution

1089. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

How much of the fuel tax now being
imposed by the Fraser Government is
going to be distributed to the State of
Western Australia, and when?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

The Premier has provided the following
reply-

I assume the member for Mt.
Hawthorn is referring to the
Federal Government's crude oil
pricing policy and the related levy
on Australian produced crude oil.
Despite representations from the
States for increased funds for State
road programmes, the
Commonwealth Government has
made it clear that the additional
revenue falls short of the amount
needed to eliminate the Federal
deficit and that it does not propose
that the States will share in the
proceeds of the levy at this stage.

HEALTH
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ABATTOIRS
Slaughter Fees

1090. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) On how many occasions in the past six
years have abattoir fees for the slaughter
of-
(a) lambs;

(b) sheep,
been increased in Western Australia?

(2) (a) What was the date of each increase;
(b) what was the amount of each

increase?

(3) (a) What was the abattoir fee for the
slaughter of
(i) lambs;

(ii) sheep,
in 1973?

(b) what will be the abattoir fee for the
slaughter of
(i) lambs;
(ii) sheep,
which will apply in Western
Australia since the last increase?

(4) (a) Will the W.A. Meat Industry
Commission allow discount rates of
slaughtering; and

(b) if so, what are the details?

Mr
(1)

OLD replied:
to (3) The information sought by the
member is contained in the following
issues of the Government Gazette-
1973 pages 2959-2960
1974 pages 1462-1463
1975 pages 2l1-212
1976 pages 3393-3394
1977 pages 271 1-2712
1978 pages 4322--4323
1979 pages 2442-2443

(4) (a) and (b) Discount levels are
reviewed regularly by the
commission. The current level of
discount applicable on sheep, lambs
and goats is-

Up to 100 head per day-no
discount;

101 head and over per day-IS5 per
cent discount.

Mr H. D. Evans: A bit reticent about the
details, are we?

Mr OLD: No, but I answered the question
for the honourable member last year,
and he asks it every year.

BEEKEEPING: HIVES
Quarantine

1091. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Are any hives in Western Australia

being held in quarantine or under any
other restrictions at the present ime?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) who owns such hives;
(b) where are they located;
(c) for what reason have

restrictions been imposed?
such

(3) Have any apiarists in Western Australia
been treating diseases in hives with
terramyecin recently, and if so, will he
give full details?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) This information is considered to be

confidential to my department and
the owners concerned.

(b) Wanneroo, Yanchep, New Norcia,
Dandaragan, Eneabba, Stirling
Range North and South, and
Shannon. The last named involves
one hive only.

(c) Control of American brood disease.
(3) My department is unaware of any such

treatment.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
- Second Part-time Jobs

1092. Mr CARR, to the Premier:

(1) What is the policy of the Government
towards Government employees who
take second jobs on a part-time basis?

(2) How is the Government's policy
enforced?

(3) Is the Government satisfied with the
present situation?
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Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:
(I) In many areas of Government

employment-as distinct from actual
Public Service employes-there are no
legislative or industrial restrictions
against employees taking second jobs on
a part-time basis.
In this respect, the Government is in the
same situation as any other employer.
However, second jobs are not tolerated
where such employment has an adverse
effect on the employee's performance of
his Government job, or the employing
organisation is otherwise
inconvenienced.

(2) Where legislation covering private
employment is in existence, for example
under the Public Service Act, employees
are required to obtain permission to
undertake a second job on a part-time
basis.
Permission is not automatic but, apart
from other considerations, it is
conditional on the work of the
department or authority not being
inconvenienced or prejudiced.

(3) Yes.

CULTURAL AFFAIRS: MUSEUM
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

The Government is currently assessing
the proposal as part of its 1979-80
Budget.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS
Drunmnonds Cove Land Scheme

1094. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Consumer
Affairs:

(1) Has he seen a copy of a letter from Mr
Dennis Tranter to participants in a land
purchase scheme at Drummonds Cove,
headed "Drummonds Cove Estate,
Newsletter March 1979"?

(2) Will he please advise the House of the
present situation regarding this project,
as seen by the Bureau of Consumer
Affairs, with particular attention to:
(a) the stage reached with the Criminal

Investigation Bureau enquiry and
any results therefrom;

(b) an assessment of the offer contained
in the last paragraph, to purchase
all land at Drummonds Cove?

Mr O'CON NOR replied:
(1)
(2)

OF

Geraldion Branch

1093. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Cultural
Affairs:

(1) Has the Government given further
consideration to the suggestion of a
branch of the W.A. Museum being
established in the old railway station
building in Geraldton?

(2) Is it the Government's intention to
proceed to establish such a museum?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), when is this action
likely to take place?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1)
(3)

and (2) Yes.
The Trustees of the WA Museum have
made submissions in their estimates for
the project to proceed through the
appointment of a branch curator early in
1980 to plan detailed development of the
branch.

Yes.
(a) This question should be addressed

to the Minister for Police and
Traffic.

(b) The "offer" by Mr Tranter is
contained in the last paragraph of
his newsletter and is essentially the
general statement that he is
"prepared to endeavour to
introduce a private buyer to
purchase all land at Drunmnond
Cove for a minimum of $1 750 per
acre".
Nothing is known by the bureau of
any specific activity taking place in
relation to the offer.

WATER SUPPLIES: RATES
Rebates: Pensioners

1095. Mr H-ODGE, to the Treasurer:

(1) Will pensioners on purple title property
risk having their water supply cut off by
the Metropolitan Water Board if they
delay paying water rates until the
Government legislates to restore their
right to deferment or 25 percent
discount?
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(2) Do pensioners on purple titles who
normally defer payment of water rates
now have to pay current accounts from
the Metropolitan Water Board in view
of the Government's announcement that
it intends to amend the legislation?

(3) If water rates are paid now by a
pensioner on purple title property, can a
claim be made after the legislation is
amended for a total refund in the case of
pensioners who normally defer payment
or a 25 per cent refund for those
claiming a discount?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

The Treasurer has provided the
following answer-
(1) No. The Metropolitan Water Board

will not take any action pending
passage of the proposed legislative
amendments.

(2) No, but the practicability of
deferment will need to be reviewed
when the amending legislation has
been passed.

(3) Yes. (Subject of course, to the
reservation I have mentioned on
previous occasions in respect of
deferment as distinct from
rebate-where complications with
other participants in a purple title
renders deferment impracticable).

MISS UNIVERSE PAGEANT
Government Assistance

1096. -Mr HODGE, to the Premier:

What assistance, either financial or
otherwise, did the State Government
provide to the organisers of the recent
Miss Universe pageant?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

(1) The Government, in supporting
TVW Enterprises Ltd.'s application
to stage the 1979 Miss Universe
Pageant in Western Australia, as
part of our t150th Anniversary
celebrations, was prepared to assist
the organisers, the participants and
their Governments, wherever
possible, to ensure their security

and their personal well-being
during their stay. In the main, this
commitment was met from
established resources.

(2) The Department of Tourism
participated as a sponsor of the
pageant in Western Australia.
The department purchased, for an
agreed fee of $120 000, advertising,
promotion and publicity services,
including-

(a) promotion of major tourist
resorts in city and country
areas by the worldwide
satellite television programme;

(b) promotion of tourism in a 15
minute documentary film and
also radio and television
foreign language
commentaries;

(c) direct access to representatives
of world Press organisations;

(d) identification in the credits of
the programme.

As will be appreciated, the value
gained in tourist promotion from
this rare opportunity is beyond even
our most optimistic forecasts, and
could be valued at many millions of
dollars.

TRANSPORT: METROPOLITAN
TRANSPORT TRUST

Route 147

1097. Mr HODGE. to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is it a fact that the Metropolitan
Transport Trust has recently reduced
the frequency of bus services on route
147 from Frcmantle to Willagee from
five daily to two?

(2) Is it a fact that it is now impossible for a
passenger wishing to travel on route 147
to make a return journey to Fremarttle
without exceeeding the two hour time
limit on the ticket and thus doubling the
cost from 45 cents Lo 90 Cents'?

(3) Will he take steps to restore the bus
service on route 147 to a rmore frequent
level?
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Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) Yes. Services were reduced on route 147
because patronage was very poor.

(2) The use of inward tickets for return
travel is not a part of the trust Care
system. The trust does permit it if the
return journey can be made within the
required time.

(3) No. By restricting the route 147 which
had little patronage, the trust was able
to meet one of the honourable member's
requests to the trust for extension of
services from Willagee to Booragoon.

EDUCATION
Social Education Materials Project: Banning

1098. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is it fact that he has banned from use in
Western Australian schools certain
material forming part of the social
education materials project?

(2) By what means has such ban, if any.
been achieved?

(3) What material has been banned, if any?
(4) In each case, if there is any banned

material, why was it banned?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(I) None of the basic materials prepared as

part of the social education materials
project has been benned. However, some
supporting films were produced
independently by Film Australia to
support some units. These films were
given a censorship rating by the
National Censorship Board, and guided
by these ratings it was decided that
three of the films should not be provided
for loan to schools. The other seven films
of the series are available to schools.

(2) to (4) Not applicable. I might add that
although that itemnises the basic points
of the question. if the member would
like some additional information I will
be happy to supply it. In fact, there was
some other supporting material which
was also considered undesirable, and I
saw Fit not to allow it into the education
system.

SEWERAGE
Mfanjiniup

1099. Mr H. D. EVANS, to
representing the Minister
Supplies:

the Minister
for Water

(1) When is it anticipated that the extension
of the sewerage scheme at Manjimup
will be completed?

(2) What will be the expected average cost
to householders to connect to the
scheme?

(3) (a) is there any assistance to pensioners
to cover the cost of connecting to
the sewerage scheme at Manjimup
available; and

(b) if so, what are the details?

(4) Is it compulsory for householders to
connect to a country sewerage scheme
once it has become operative?

M r O'CON NOR repl ied:
(I)

(2)
(3)

The progressive extension of reticulation
sewers in Manjimup will depend on the
amount of funds available in future
years for this purpose and it is
anticipated that it will be several years
before the main residential areas are
completely sewered.
$800.
(a) Na.
(b) Not applicable.

(4) N o. However, the local authority
concerned in most instances enforced
connection within a reasonable time for
health reasons as provided for under the
Health Act.

WATER SUPPLIES
Rockingia ni Industriv I A rea

1100. Mr BA RN ETT. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Water
Supplies:

(1) Is it a fact that all or some of the large
industries in the Kwinana industrial
strip have been informed that thcie will
be a deterioration in the water supplied
to them by the Minister's department in
the latter part of this year?

(2) [s it a fact that this deterioration is
expected to amount to thte times the
curren. salt level and twice the water
hardness?
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(3) Will this situation be the same for
domestic use in the Rockingham-
Kwinana area?

(4) What is the reason for the
deterioration?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Industries have been advised that water

supplied will include for the first time a
proportion of groundwater as is
generally so in the metropolitan area.

(2) Yes,, there will be increases in these
dissolved solids and yet these will satisfy
World Health Organisation desirable
water supply requirements.

(3) Yes, for the northern part of the
Rockingham- Kwinana area.

(4) The introduction of groundwater from
the Jandakot water treatment plant.

TRANSPORT: BUSES
Rockingham Park Shopping Centre

1101. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
Transport:

(2) (a) If'"Yes", how much: and
(b) in what manner were payments

made, and on what dates?

(3) Were trials conducted in co-operation
with the Department of Agriculture or
Public Works Department?

(4) (a) Has a report been submitted to the
Government; and

(b) if so, by whom?

(5) What is the result of trials conducted?
(6) IS it Proposed to conduct more trials at

this time?

Mr
(1)

for

(1) In view of the possible difficulties being
experienced by residents of Rockingham
who are patrons of the Metropolitan
Transport Trust will he consider
providing a bus terminus at Rockcingham
Park shopping centre?

-(2) Has the Metropolitan Transport Trust
any plans to establish such a facility
already?

(3) How far have such plans advanced and
when is it expected such a facility will be
provided?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) to (3) The trust is talking to the owners
of the Rockingham Park Shopping
Centre with regard to the possibility of a
transfer terminal being placed there.
It is too early to give any definite
information.

WATER SUPPLIES: SALINITY
Whittington Interceptor System

1102. Mr CRANE, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Works:

(1) Has any finance been made available to
-Mr Whittington to conduct trials on the

intercepter bank system of controlling
sbilt encroachment?

O'CONNOR replied:
and (2) Assuming that the honourable
member is referring to the Batalling
Creek trial on Wellington Dam
catchment, no direct finance has been
made available to Mr Whittington.
However, Mr Whittington designed the
layout and extent of the drains, as well
as supervising their construction. The
cost of this work amounted to $2 024
and was paid to the contractor by the
Public Works Department. There were
some other expenses running into about
$30 000 which included the provision of
monitoring devices used on the project.

(3) The trial at Batalling Creek was set up
specifically to evaluate the effect of
interceptor banks to improve stream
salinity. It is a co-operative effort
between Mr Whittington and the Public
Works Department, with assistance
from the Department of Agriculture.

(4) The Public Works Department has
prepared and publicly released a
progress report summarising the
information collected during the 1978
winter. Mr A. Conacher of the
Geography Department, University of
Western Australia, has prepared ar
report which comments on the Public
Works Department report.

(5) The Public Works Department report
does not draw any conclusions as to the
value of interceptor drains to improve
stream salinity, because the data have
been collected from only a single season.
Nevertheless the information obtained
to date clearly shows that the deep
groundwater is the major source of salt
and any system controlling stream
salinity must recognise this fact.
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(6) Professor Holmes from Flinders
University, South Australia, has been
engaged by the Public Works
Department to review the Batalling
Creek trial. No changes to the present
trial or new trials will be considered
until a report is received from Professor
Holmes who will be visiting Western
Australia for this purpose next week.

ELECTORAL ACT
Inquiry: General Postal Voters

1103. Mr JAMIESON, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) With reference to the report on
Electoral Act Inquiry 1978 page 35,
when were the lists of general postal
voters last checked?

(2) (a) How many such checks have been
made in the last ten years; and

(b) at what dates were such checks
made?

(3) Were the registers of Kimberley,
Pilbara, Gascoyne and Murchison-Eyre
all checked on each of these occasions?

(4) Are there any other electorates with
such registers?

(5) Is it proposed that a check will be made
this year before the next election rolls
are compiled?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) The 6th June, 1979.

(2), (a) and (b) Departmental records do
not clearly specify that general
postal voter registrations were
checked against electoral rolls
between the dates the 28th January,
1966, and the 6th December, 1971.
The records indicate, however, that
such checks were made on the 18th
June, 1969, the 10th December,
1969, and the 10th August, 1970.
Since 1971 the records are positive
and show that 13 checks of the
registrations against rolls have been
conducted as follows-

6.12.1971
15. 6,1972
1.12. 1972
2. 8.1973

30. 1.1974
23.12.1974
20. 7.1976
12.11.1976
3. 10. 1977

22. 5.1978
16.10. 1978
9. 2.1979
6. 6.1979

The 1976 review of pastoral lease
owners commenced on the 27th
July, 1976. Replies prior to that
date were not retained. The 1979
review commenced on the 7th
August, 1979.

(3) Y es.
(4) Yes. Greenough, Kalgoorlie, Mt

Marshall, Roe and Yilgarn-Dundas.

(5) Yes.

TRAFFIC: OFF-ROAD VEHICLES

Control of Vehicles (Off-roa d areas) Act

1104. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) Can she confirm that local government
authorities will be wholly reponsible for
policing the provisions of the Control of
Vehicles (Off-road areas) Act when it
comes into force?

(2) Have there been any consultations with
local government authorities regarding
the possible need for the employment of
additional staff to ensure that the
provisions of the new Act may be
adequately policed?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) Local government will not be wholly
responsible for policing the provisions of
the Control of Vehicles (Off-road areas)
Act. Section 38 provides for the
enforcement of the Act by members of
the Police Force, persons appointed by
the Minister being officers of various
Government departments and statutory
agencies, and persons appointed by
municipal councils.

(2) No recent discussions; but the provision
of the legislation were discussed with
local government representatives prior to
its introduction.
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LOTTERIES COMMISSION
Community Fund Raising Efforts

1105. Mr WILSON, to the Chief Secretary:

(I) When was the 31 200 limit on
community fund raising efforts under
the supervision of the Lotteries
Commission last reviewed?7

(2) What provision is there for periodic
review of this limit to compensate for
rising casts?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) and (2) The present conditions were
determined by the commission in 1971.
It has not been found necessary to vary
these due to the flexibility contained
therein. The cam mission considers

applications for the conduct of large
raffles on the following basis-

(a) where the total retail value of
prize/prizes does not exceed $ 100,
organisations may conduct up to
three raffles in any year provided
the total gross proceeds do not
exceed $1 200;

(b) where the total retail value of
prize/prizes exceeds $100 but is
less than SI1000, organisations may
have up to two raffles in any year
provided the total gross proceeds do
not exceed $5 000;

(c) where the total value of
prize/prizes exceeds $1 000,
organisations may conduct one
raffle in a year to allow maximum
gross proceeds of $10 000.

TRAFFIC: LIGHTS
Camboon-Wolsekey Roads Intersection

1106. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Has any consideration been given to the
installation of traffic lights at the
intersection of Camboon Road and
Wolseley Road, Morley?

(2) If "Yes", when arc lights likely to be
installed?

Mr RUSH-TON replied:

(1) The priority for installation of traffic
control signals at all intersections in the
metropolitan area is assessed annually.

(2) At this stage there are many other sites
requiring prior treatment so no date can
be given,

STATE FORESTS
Wood Chipping Industry; Cromer Report

1107. Mr WILSON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Forests:

(1) Can she explain the possible discrepancy
between the answer given to question
930 of 1979 and the estimate given in
the Cramer Report on the economic and
environmental aspects of the export
hardwood chip industry, that the
operating costs for the industry by 1976
would be in the order of 3740 000?

(2) Can she say whether the estimates in the
Cramer Report were based an
information supplied by the Forests
Department?

(3) Can she explain why it is not possible to
provide separate estimates for the
operating costs of the wood-chip
industry now, when it was apparently
possible to do so at the time of the
publication of the Cramer Report in
1975?

(4) What -additional costs were involved in
terms of the difference between the
estimates of an annual planting of 1500
hectares given in the Cromer Report and
that actually carried out as a result of
the 4 454 hectares clear felled,
according to the 1977-78 report of the
department?

(5) What proportion of the area planted in
the past two years has been hand
planted?

(6) What increase in the proportion of hand
planting does this represent over and
above the proportion on which the
Cromer Report estimates were based?

(7) What effect has this increase in the
proportion of hand planting had on total
running costs in relation to the estimates
contained in the Cromer Report?

1908



[Wednesday, 15th August, 1979) 90

(8) What has been the effect of inflation on
total running costs in relation to the
estimates contained in the Cromer
Report?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) The answer provided to question 930

concerns supervisory costs of the Forests
Department, which the member has
erroneously related to indicative
estimates of operating costs.

(2) Yes.
(3) The Cromer report refers to the

composite Cost of the integrated
industry.

(4) The 4 454 hectares mentioned in the
Forests Department's annual report
refers to areas in which cutting for
sawlogs took place and not to completed
clear felling. In the year ended the 30th
June, 1978, 2 676 ha. were clear felled.
In the same year 1 361 ha. were planted,
350 ha. were seeded and 278 ha. were
naturally regenerated using seed trees.
Planting costs would have been less than
required for the average area of 1 500
ha. used in the Cromer report.

(5) All planting was hand planting.
However, hand planting amounted to 38
per cent of the area regenerated in 1977
and 68 per cent of that regenerated in
1978.

(6) A decrease of 12 per cent in 1977 and
an increase of l8 per cent in 1978.

(7) The Cromer report adopted an annual
average of 1 500 ha. of hand planting
over the full 15 years of the licence
period. Annual variations from this due
to seasonal conditions are of relatively
little importance.

(8) Information not available.

POLICE: SUSPECTS
Questioning and Search

1108. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:
(1) Can he say whether the Western

Australian police Were involved in the
questioning of a young man at the Perth
airport on Sunday morning, the 12th
August, following the arrival of the
Malaysia Singapore Airlines flight at
approximately 3.15 ai.?.

(2) Can he confirm that in the course of
questioning the young man concerned
was stripped and subjected to an
intimate personal search, solely on the
basis that his name corresponded with
that of a wanted offender and in spite of
being in possession of substantial proof
of identity?

(3) Was the same person subsequently taken
to Perth Central Police Station for
Finger printing?

(4) Has the person concerned since been
cleared of any connection with any
possible offence?

(5) Is it a fact that photographs and finger
prints of the wanted offender were
readily available to the Police and
Customs officers?

(6) Is it normal procedure for innocent
people to be subjected to the indignity of
an intimate personal search solely on the
basis that their name corresponds with
that of a wanted offender?

(7) Is the person concerned to be issued with
an official apology?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) to (7) The Western Australian police

were not involved.

WATER SUPPLIES: METROPOLITAN
WATER BOARD

Position of Commissioner

1109. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Water
Supplies:

(1) Was Mr Clover an applicant as a result
of the first and second advertisements
referred to in question 977 of 1979?

(2) How many applicants were considered
as a result of the second advertisement?

(3) What were the respective numbers of
applicants from-
(a) overseas;
(b) interstate;
(c) intrastate?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) His application was received when the

position was advertised the second time.
(2) 16.
(3) (a) 11,

(b) 4.
(c) 23.

ENTERTAINMENT: HER MAJESTY'S
THEATRE
Renovations

1110. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Cultural
Affairs:.
QI) When is it expected Her Majesty's

Theatre will be ready for use?
(2) What is the estimated cost of

renovations and rebuilding?
Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(I) The current construction programme

aims at a completion date in mid-
December, 1979, but there are some
contingencies which might materially
influence when the theatre will be finally
available for occupancy.

(2) The current estimated cost at
completion, including escalation costs
and consultants' fees, is $7.7 million.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS
Commissioner.- Legal Proceedings

11. Mr .TONKIN, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

Adverting. to question 1024 of 1979
relevant to litigation, what were the
dates upon which the action referred to
in (1)(a) and (l)(b) respectively of that
question was taken and who were-
(a) the defendants in the actions

referred to in ([)(a) of question
1024 of 1979; and

(b) the plaintiffs in the action referred
to in (1)(b) of question 1024 of
1979?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(a) and (b) I do not consider it proper to

name in the House the parties in these
actions for the reason that either the

cases are still proceeding or the disputes
have subsequently been settled out of
court or allowed to lapse.

The Commissioner for Consumer
Affairs sought the consent of the
Minister pursuant to Section 18 of the
Consumer Affairs Act to institute legal
proceedings against certain persons on
the following occasions--

(1) On the 14th December, 1976, on
behalf of a consumer against a
doctor. Consent was given to this
request on the 5th January, 1977.
This dispute was eventually settled
out of court.

(2) On the 30th September, 1977, on
behalf of a consumer against a
used-car dealer. Consent was given
the same day and this case is still
proceeding.

(3) On the 2nd November1 1978, on
behalf of a consumer against a
frozen foods company. Consent was
given on the 18th December, 1978,
and this case is still proceeding.

The Commissioner for Consumer
Affairs sought the consent of the
Minister pursuant to section 18 of the
Consumer Affairs Act to defend
proceedings brought against certain
consumers on the following occasions-

(1) On the 25th May, 1977, to defend a
consumer for action to be taken by
a water-drilling contractor.

On subsequent advice by the
Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administrative Investigations dated
the 9th June, 1977, it was decided it
was not appropriate for the
Commissioner for Consumer
Affairs to undertake the defence of
this case.

(2) On the 8th September, 1978, to
defend a consumer for action to be
taken by a finance company.
Consent was given on the 15th
September, 1978.

After a preliminary hearing before a
magistrate the finance company did not
further proceed in this matter.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
RAILWAY: FREMANTLE-PERTH

Closure: Australian Tranaspert Officers
Fetters ton.

1. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the
Australian Transport Officers
Federation which represents the top 63
officers in Westrail-apart from the
commissioner and assistant
commissioner-opposes the closure of
the Perth-Fremantle railway line and
that a similar view is held by the
Australian Railway Professional
Officers Association, which includes
most of Westrail's top engineers?

(2) What steps has he taken to ascertain the
views of these people?

(3) If he has taken no steps, why not?
(4) Why has the Government disregarded

the views of the State's top railway men
on this rail issue?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
I have much pleasure in answering the
question directed at me by the Leader of
the Opposition. I had hoped he might
include in this question the information
he sought last week, when I was absent
on Tuesday and he was absent on
Thursday. I refer, of course, to the
documents which were taken from
Westrail without its authority and
which, in fact, were stolen.

Mr Davies:
character
question!

Here we go with another
assassination. Answer the

Mr RUSHTON: The answer to the question
asked by the Leader of the Opposition is
as follows-
(1) to (4) 1 have sought and received

information relating to that report
because I was gravely concerned at
the implication of disloyalty or
thoughts of that nature.
That was the impression one would
have received from the paper. I
have been informed that the
executive of the Australian
Transport Officers Federation is
disturbed at the impression that
could have been gained by the
public from statements made by a
spokesman of the federation. I
quote from a letter by the
commission as follows-

These statements were made in
response to an enquiry from
the Daily News and appeared
in last nights edition under the
heading "Chiefs Back Rail".
The President of the
Federation has this morning
released to the Daily News a
letter which be hopes will put
the matter in proper
perspective and dispel any
impression of disloyalty by his
members.
I have spoken with the
President and he has let me
have a copy of this letter which
I forward to you for your
information.

The letter that was sent to the
Daily News reads as follows-

Although accurately recording
the information which you
sought from our spokesman
and the additional observations
which he offered, your report
(August 14) under the heading
"CHIEFS BACK RAIL"
could well have raised serious
doubts about the loyalty of
those senior officers of
Westrail who are members of
this Federation.
For reasons which includes
what appears to be a rapidly
deteriorating world fuel
situation, the majority of our
members question the wisdom
of closing any section of urban
rail passenger service at this
time-regardless of the
economics of such a move.
As a Federation we conveyed
our views to the Premier and
urged that the Government at
least adopt a policy of wait-
and-see.
We received a courteous reply
and were given previously
publicised reasons for the
Government's intention to go
ahead with the closure-and
there the matter rests.
We recognise the
Commissioner's responsibility
to carry out the directions of
the Government. We rejected
suggestions that we should
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participate in work bans in
protest against the proposed
closure and, as senior members
or the Commissioner's support
staff, we have no doubts
concerning our responsibilities
as branch and sectional
managers of Westrail.

That is the answer to the Leader of
the Opposition. I think he might
start to realise that the impressions
which have been given by the media
are a distortion of the facts. It is
about time this came out and was
known by the public.

Point of order

Mr O'NEIL: Mr Speaker, would you have
given permission to any person in the
gallery to tape the proceedings or ibis
Parliament?

The SPEAKER: I was approached by
members of the Press Gallery yesterday
and was asked for perm ission for parts
of question time, in particular questions
without notice, to be taped. I did give
permission for that to happen.

Questions ( wit hour notice) Resumed
RAIL[WAY: FREMANTLE-PERTH

Closure: Australian Transport Officers
Federation

2. Mr McIVER. to the Minister for Transport:
How can he claim that Westrail
supports the closure of the Perth-
Frenmantle railway line when the
organisations representing all but two of
Westrail's top officials are opposed to
the move?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
1 did give the honourable member some
information in the way of an answer to a
question asked by his leader. I deal
officially with Westruil through the
Commissioner of Railways. The
honourable member has a copy of the
material that Westrail presented to the
Director General of Transport for
inclusion in a summary of a survey on
the submission by the FOR people. I am
wondering if he is suggesting that I
should deal with people who photocopy

articles from the chief mechanical
engineer's office and then pass them
around. I have refierred this action to
legal people whose opinion is that this is
the same as pinching money out of
someone's pocket.

Several members interjected.
Mr RUSH-TON: I am suggesting that the

Commissioner of Railways has available
to him a chief civil engineer, a chief
mechanical engineer, a chief signal and
communications engineer, a chief traffic
manager and an officer controlling all
accounts and audits as well as services.
These people are able to cover the full
orbit of this inquiry and also provide a
professional back-up group. Is the
member suggesting that the report
which came from Mr McCullough, the
Commissioner of Railways, has been
incorrectly presented? If he has, he will
have to answer to Mr McCullough in
that regard.
I get my official information from
Westrail From the commissioner. I refer
to the report which has been tabled
relating to electrification and which
spells out that in Westrail's
opinion-and I have regard for that
opinion-the figure to electrify the line,
is something like $109 million, and this
is based on the material that the FOR
group submitted which was summarised
by Westrail.
I have answered the member's question
fairly completely. If he wants further
information I will give it to him.

PRISONS
Fremantle: Industrial Dispute

3. Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Chief Secretary:

Could he inform the House of the
present situation in Fremantle Gaol as
he knows it; whether he is regarding this
matter as an industrial dispute; or
whether he can tell the House of steps
he intends to take to resolve what seems
to be a very tense situation?

M rO'N ElL replied:
The situation as wai reported to me
shortly before coming to the House was
that the three senior prison officers, as a
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result of refusing to obey a lawful order,
had been suspended and charged under
the Prisons Act regulations. The
situation there was that following some
problem with regard to boxes containing
prisoners' personal effects, a decision
was made to issue clear plastic bags in
order that the prisoners might carry
their personal effects with them in such
a way that these effects could be clearly
observed by the prison officers. The
three senior officers, one after the other,
refused to issue the bags and as a result
they were charged and suspended by the
prison superintendent.
There were discussions proceeding
between the representatives of the Prison
Officers' Union and the superintendent
of the Fremantle Prison. The director of
the department received an invitation
from the superintendent at Fremantle
Gaol to go to the prison for further
discussions. As far as members of the
public are concerned, I am
assured-and I have confidence in the
fact-that there is no danger to them in
respect of the situation in Fremantle
Gaol. Appropriate precautionary
measures have been taken. I do not
think it is advisable to disclose what they
are.
I am concerned with what appears to be
a tempest in a cardboard box, because
for the life of me I cannot see that it is
other than puerile and childish to take
such action in these circumstances.
Certainly the situation cannot be seen as
an industrial matter in the true sense of
those words. The matter is still being
controlled by the department within the
provisions of the Prisons Act regulations.

FUEL: PETROLEUM
Exploration Permits

&. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Mines:

The Minister has had notice of this
question, which is as follows-

How many petroleum exploration
permits have been granted-

(1) onshore,
(2) offshore,

during each of the last six years?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

I thank the honourable member for
notice of the question, the answer to
which is as follows-

()Onshore:
1973 nil
1974 nil
1975 2
1976 6
1977 8
1978 4

Total1 20

(2) Offshore:
1973 nil
1974 nil
1975 nil
1976 2
1977 16
1978 8

Total 26

RAILWAYS: ELECTRIFICATION
Opinion of Mr Joe Kinshela

5. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister
Transport:

for

(1) Is he aware that Mr Joe Kinshela, who
was Westrail's chief traffic manager
until two years ago, says that the
desirability of electrifying railways is
beyond doubt and questions the wisdom
of closing railway lines?

(2) Why does the Government continue to
ignore the arguments and opinions of
experienced and qualified transport
experts like Mr Kinshela and others who
have pointed out to it the folly of closing
the Perth-Fremnantle railway line and
rejecting out of hand rail electrification?

Mr RUSHTQN replied:

(I) and (2) The honourable member's
suppositions are inaccurate, because if I
read Mr Kinshela's remarks correctly he
was making observations and indicating
he did not have the necessary knowledge
in respect of the costs of electrification.
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He indicated he was out of touch and
did not want to press on with this. The
action being pursued is somewhat
embarrassing to such a person.
I gladly take this opportunity to convey
to the House the information requested
by the member when he. asked why I
have not had regard for this so-called
specialised information. Great claims
are being made by the Opposition and
the FOR people about the contents of
the memo comment to Westrail. The
Leader of the Opposition asked me-I
indicated I would give him the
information-when the request was
made. The request by the Secretary of
Westrail was made on the 21st May. It
was received at the chief mechanical
engineer's office, Midland, at 1.00 p.m.
and received back on the 5th June.
Between that time, disallowing
weekends and a public holiday on the
4th June, the Midland branch had 8 /
working days in which to reply. The
section which carried out the work
allocated four working days to the task,
and I am informed it was purely a
matter of applying some cost escalations
on to material which was prepared by
Mr McCaskill in 1975, because it was
thought not to be consistent with
present-day costings. It was thought not
to be right when the responsible people
made the final report.
I am regretful that the Leader of the
Opposition is not present, because these
are circumstances that are becoming
very shady and disconcerting. The
Leader of the Opposition, members on
the other side of the House generally,
and other people have claimed they had
no knowledge of this so-called stolen
document. The Leader of the Opposition
indicated that the actual document was
initialled in the office of the. Secretary of
Railways on the I1st June.

If one looks at the paper that appeared
-in the Daily News one can see it is all
there; there is nothing about anything
being initialled; it says, "despatched on
the 5th June". I would like the Leader
of the Opposition to expand on this point
and explain how he would have the
knowledge. In the secretary's file there is
a comment stating when the copy was
received, with a notation dated the 1st
June. It was actually received on the 5th

June. This rather indicates that there is
more sleuth work going on. It means
also that the Opposition has not been
coming clean in making its claims. Its
knowledge of the internal workings of
Westrail, which it claims to have, should
not be known to the Opposition.

Several members interjected.
Mr RUSHTON: I make the challenge that

the Leader of the Opposition should
indicate to the House from where in fact
he received the knowledge that the
document was received on the date he
mentioned. The Leader of the
Opposition said the document was dated
the 31st May by the chief mechanical
engineer and was initialled in the office
of the Secretary of Railways on the 1st
June. The Leader of the Opposition
should not have any knowledge of that,
He said he was relying on information
from the Daily News. That paper should
not have a stolen duplicate. It is about
time the Leader of the Opposition came
clean.

RAILWAY: FREMANTLE-PERTH

Closure: Publib Opinion
6. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Transport:

In view of the fact that the
Government's decision to close the
Perth-Fremantle railway line is opposed
by-
(a) local authorities along the route of

the line:,
(b) railway unions;
(c) members of all political parties

including his own;
(d) responsible community organisa-

tions representing sporting inter-
ests-eg. WAN FL-agricultural
interests-e.g. Royal Agricultural
Society-handicapped people-e.g.
Para-Quad Industries-education
organisations-e.g. Parents and
Citizens Associations of Hollywood
High School and Perth Modern
Schol-and newspapers;

(e) top Westrail officials;
(f) and by 120000 people who

petitioned this Parliament;
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what right does he have and does the
Government have to go ahead with this
decision in the tight of such
overwhelming public opinion?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(a) to (f) I am very happy to answer the

question so I may prove the member for
Gosnells is incorrect. In an edition of the
Daily News last week-if I am quoting
the wrong paper, I apologise-a
statement appeared saying that local
authorities, along the route of the
railway line, including Kalamunda, had
banded together to oppose the move. I
was informed that Kalamunda did not
even consider it and that the statement
was not factual.

Mr Pearce: I did not mention Kalamunda.
Mr RUSHTON: It was mentioned in the

Press; the member might not like it very
much.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the House to

remain silent while the Minister is
replying.

Mr RUSHTON: Another aspect concerning
the innuendo and allegations from which
the honourable member tries to make a
ease is that in a weekend paper a bold
statement was made relating to the
railway, and the inference was that they
had information and statistics. However,
the people responsible for those statistics
rang me to say the statement was not
accurate. Indeed they also rang The
Sunday Times, the paper in question, to
make the facts known. I say that in
answer to the innuendo. People should
check and ascertain what is accurate.

RAILWAY: FREMANTLE-PERTH
Closure: Public Opinion

7. Mr McIVER, to the Minister for Transport:

Following the Minister's reply to the
member for Gosnells, what evidence
does he have of public support for the
Government's decision to close the
Perth-Fremantle railway line apart from
the letter-published in the Daily News
on Monday, the 13th August-from the
Government's highly paid public
relations consultant W. W. Mitchell?

Mr Laurance: What about the 750 000
people who have not signed a petition?

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr RUSHTON replied:

The member for Avon is referring to a
matter reported in the media and he is
making a case based on the fact that
4 000 to 5 000 people use the railway
line. I receive calls every day from
people who support the Government's
move and if they were prepared to have
their names published in the paper the
honourable member would receive a
great surprise.

MrT Mclver. That is not what I am asking.
Mr RUSHTON: Some people see this issue

as a political gimmick and are not
Prepared to put their professional status
down with those who are making these
innuendoes and attacks. That is the
reason a big majority of the population
of the city and of the State is not
speaking up. I am receiving many calls
from people indicating their approval of
what we are doing because they believe
it is in the taxpayers' interest. They
believe it is a common-sense move to
bring in a total metropolitan transport
system. When it is possible to tell the
whole story, after the present efforts
simmer down, I am con fident the
majority of Western Australians will
recognise the fact that the Government
is acting in the interest of taxpayers and
the public transport system for the
metropolitan area.

WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE
EXECUTOR AND AGENCY CO. LTD.

Takeover

8. Mr GRILL, to the Premier:

What is the Government's policy in
respect of the rakeover offers for the
West Australian Trustee Executor and
Agency Co. Ltd. in view of the fact that
the company is one of two companies set
up by special Act of the Western
Australian Parliament to provide a
service to the people of this State?
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

Is the honourable member referring to
the suggestion that one of the two
trustee companies which operate under
Acts of Parliament wants to take over
the other?

Mr Grill: Yes, there are two companies.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not prepared
to make a specific comment because this
matter is under the consideration of the
Attorney General at the present time
and he will be advising Cabinet.

LOCAL GOVERN MENT
Advisory Council for Inuer-Governinene

Relations

9. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Local
Govern ment:

(1) Has the State: Government made a
submission to the inquiry being
conducted by the Advisory Council for
Inter-Government Relations concerning
the relationship which should exist
between local government and other
levels of government?

(2) If so, would the Minister be prepared to
table a copy of the submission in this
House tomorrow?

M rs CR A IG repl ied:
(1) and (2) 1 believe the member for

Geraldton ought to be told that it is the
Attorney General and the Minister for
Federal Affairs in this Government who
is the representative on Advisory
Council for Inter-Government Relations
and any submissions which were made
would in fact have been made by him.

Mr Carr: Do you know if a submission has
been made?

INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS
Safety Inspector's Report

10. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Labour and
Industry:

As a follow up to question 1044 on
today's notice paper, in view of the fact
that there is no law, regulation, or
administrative instruction prohibiting
the head of the department making a
safety inspector's report available to the
injured workers, will the Minister
undertake to review that policy with a
view to making those reports available?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
In view of the information I supplied to
the honourable member I do not think it
is appropriate, and the answer is "No".
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